


Special Christmas Offer" 


FOR YOURSELF 
This is your opportunity 


FOR GIFTS 


Papal Infallibility Topples — M. J. Anzalone 
Fifty Years in the Church of Rome — C. Chiniquy 
Soul of a Priest (cloth) — L. H. Lehmann 

Out of the Labyrinth — L. H. Lehmann 

Drama of William of Orange — L. H. Lehmann 


Value $10.50 


FOR ONE MONTH ONLY — $6.25 
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CHRISTIAN MARTYRS OF THE WORLD 
590 pp. Byjohn Foxe $3.95 


THE history of our Christian faith does not give us much hope for a long period of 
Christian peace of mind based on compatible, popular living. The stake, the noose and the 
firing squad are the concomitants of Christian faith in many lands today. Shall we be exempt 
forever? 

May Christians awaken to the price the martyrs paid to maintain a testimony to their 
faith, and a “conscience void of offence toward God.” Here is a book severely realistic. It is 
an alarm in the night. 





AMERICAN FREEDOM 
and CATHOLIC POWER 


By Paul Blanshard 


The only book against Romanism to make the best seller list 


Of all books dealing with the Roman Catholic issue, this is 
undoubtedly the one which the hierarchy would most gladly 
suppress. Written by the man whose articles in The Nation 
caused that magazine to be banned from the public schools of 
New York and other cities, this scholarly massing of complete- 
ly documented facts about Rome’s teaching and her political 
program for America at once explodes Rome’s grandiose claims 
and exposes her program and techniques for seizing control of 
the political, educational and social life of America. In an hour 
when Protestants need to face the facts of the Roman Catholic 

menace to American liberties, Paul Blanshard has performed a signal service by 
marshaling the facts, and presenting them in intensely interesting form. A veritable 
one-volume reference library. 


Order now for Christmas! 
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No. 10 
THIRST. 


Christ declares: “If any man thirst, let 
him come unto me, and drink. He that be- 
lieveth in Me, as the Scripture hath said, 
out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 
water” (John 7:37, 38). 


Thirst stands for everything we need— 
for God’s peace, His consolation, His pres- 
ence. It is the living well, the Holy Spirit 
indwelling within us. How can we have the 
source of living water within us? Jesus 
teaches: . whosoever drinketh of the: 
water that I shall give him shall never 
thirst; but the water that I shall give him 
shall be in him a well of water springing 
up into everlasting life.” This water quench- 
es thirst forever. 
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Christ fully satisfies the heart that learns 
to confide in Him. The Word received in 
the power of the Holy Spirit produces the 
new birth, thus giving everlasting life. This 
is the present possession of all who put 
their trust in our Lord. Augustine cried out: 
“O God, Thou has made us for Thyself, 
and our souls can never find rest until they 
rest in Thee.” 









Man is made for eternity, and the things 
of time can never effectually quench the 
thirst of a human soul. In Christ alone can 
we find true happiness and peace. 


All communications, checks and money orders 
for the Magazine or Christ’s Mission 
should be addressed : 


CHRIST’S MISSION, INC. 
27 EAST 22nd STREET, NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 
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Double Talk 


On Tuesday evening, September 15th, Robert 
Vogler, August Heckeher and a Roman Catholic 
priest whose name I did not get, discussed over 
the radio ‘Freedom of Speech, Freedom of Re- 
ligion,” etc. In his talk the priest pointed out 
that our Constitution and Bill of Rights amply 
protect freedom of religion but emphasized the 
fact that this did not prevent individual states 
from acting on their own. He named specific in- 
stances. This half-truth went to millions of our 
citizens. This priest willfully took good advan- 
tage of this opportunity to tell only one side 
of the story. He could not be ignorant of the 
stand Roman Catholics take where Roman Cath- 
olics are in the majority, such as Italy, France, 
Spain, and South America, in many instances 
persecuting Protestants and even prohibiting the 
holding of Protestant services. I think this came 
over WOR about 9:00 p.m. I trust some of you 
heard it and that a reply will be forthcoming 
in your magazine to which I subscribe. This 
priest deplored the intolerance of certain states 
against Roman Catholics. How deceitful can 
they get? 

S. W. P., Chester, Penna. 


Keep Praying 

I have just put down the October number of 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE with 
heartbreak, amazement, and anger, all stirred up, 
after reading it. 

If it were not for the fact that some of the 
Romanists are seeing the True Light, how dis- 
couraged we would be. How hard it is to deal 
with “slick” deceit especially when discovered in 
a religion which grows more and more pre- 
sumptuous. 

May those who call at your doors never leave 
it without having received Christ within. It may 
be but the smallest spark of truth but may we 
all help to fan the spark in some true, right 
way into a useful flame. 


Mrs. E. P., Brooklyn, N.Y. 


Twice Missionaries 


I have been thinking of sending an offering to 
your splendid work. The September issue of 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE so moved 
me that I am sending a check at once. We who 
are working here in Mexico deeply appreciate 
the great work that you are doing. May the Lord 
continue to bless and use you in leading men 
out of the darkness of Catholicism into the glori- 
ous light of the gospel. 


Mrs. ].G. D., Tamazunchale, Mex. 
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Making Falsehoods Clear 


I enjoy your magazine a great deal and I feel 
that it is filling a very useful mission in our 
nation today in clearing up many misconceptions 
in the average person’s mind. It also brings re. 
newed hope to many now suffering the agony of 
doubt and fear without a knowledge of the near. 
ness of the Almighty and His love and concern 
for all honest seekers after the truth. 

The writers and contributors of your periodical 
have my very great admiration for their lucidity 
of thought and clearness in expressing a full 
and comprehensive view of each of the many 
subjects so necessary to combating the error of 
present-day Catholicism, and for their honesty 
and fearlessness in expressing these views in 
full! And only they know what this has cost 
them. I admit to great admiration for these hon- 
est and fearless men and women. I only regret 
that my limited finances prevent me from shar- 
ing to a greater extent the financial burden which 
must be borne to carry out this work. And the 
capable editor, W. M. Montafio, is doing a won- 
derful job as editor and counsellor of his staff. 

With the hope, then, that our Lord will con- 
tinue to bless your efforts and open up new 
avenues where you may enlighten and help in- 
creasing thousands of the spiritually needy now 
sc badly in need of such help, I close. 


Mr. B. G., Grand Chain, lil. 


One Who Knows 


Naturally I am moved by your very truthful 
letter regarding our converted Roman Catholic 
priest. 

Being a converted Catholic myself I can readily 
understand. No one knows better than myself 
that Catholicism is a farce. 

Being indoctrinated as a child I believed it 
to be the true and only way. I thank God for 
the true light. May the Lord guide you on in 
your work. I wish I could help more and will 
try to do the best I can when able... . 

My folks are all still in Roman Catholicism 
or in other words utter darkness. And I pray 
they, too, will see the true Light. 


M. A., Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


First Hand Information 


Due to our field of labor, we know something 
of what it is to work among those who are held 
in the chains of Rome. Therefore, we are espe 
cially grateful to the Lord for your good work. 
May the Lord continue to bless you greatly as 
you carry on for Him. 


Mr. L. D. S., Argentina, S.A. 
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Reporting on the 
Pope’s talk before 
jurists gathered 
from many coun- 
tries for the Sixth 
International Con- 
gressof Penal Law, 
the Associated Press 
from Rome inform- 
ed on October 3 
that the Pope bit- 
terly criticized the 
use of ‘‘physical 
and psychic torture 
and narcoanalysis’” to obtain confessions. 
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Prepare for War 

The Pontiff placed at the head of crimes 
which have international consequences that 
of “making a modern war which is not 
required by absolute necessity of self- 
defense and which brings with it, as we 
can assert without hesitation, unthinkable 
tuin, suffering and horrors.” 

“The community of nations,” he said, 
“must reckon with unprincipled criminals 
who, in order to realize their ambitious 
plans, are not afraid to unleash total war.” 

For this reason, the Pope said, other 
countries “have no alternative but to get 
ready for the day when they must defend 
themselves” if they are to preserve their 
most precious possessions. 


Advocates Heaviest Penalties 

The right to be prepared, however, the 
Pope said, “does not in any way alter the 
fact that unjust war is to be accounted as 
one of the very gravest crimes which inter- 
national law must proscribe, must punish 
with the heaviest penalties.” 


December, 1953 


Editor 
WALTER M. MONTANO 


He did not say what he believes those 
penalties should be. In the biggest of the 
trials that followed World War II, eleven 
of Hitler’s top Nazi aides were condemned 
to death by the international war crimes 
tribunal at Nuernberg. Ten were hanged. 
The other, Hermann Goering, escaped the 
gallows by swallowing poison. 

The Pontiff said that even in a just war 
not all means which would lead to victory 
are defensible “in the eyes of those who 
have an exact and reasonable concept of 
justice.” 


Practices Assailed 


The Pope listed among means that are 
not defensible: racial massacres, mass de- 
portations, violence against women and 
children, and roundups of workers to be 
used as slaves. 

The Pope said that during the two world 
wars ‘‘we were witnesses of a cynical atti- 
tude which would be unthinkable in nor- 
mal times in attaining the end proposed 
and in neutralizing the enemy, who was in 
general hardly considered as a human be- 
ing. 

“It was not blind natural forces,” said 
the Pope, “but men who, now in savage 
passion, now in cold reflection, brought 
unspeakable sufferings, misery and exter- 
mination to individuals, communities and 
whole nations.” 

Those who acted thus, the Pope said, 
felt secure and thought that, if fortune 
turned against them, they could flee to a 
foreign country. All this created the im- 
pression that no law existed among those 
involved, that they were the playthings of 
an arbitrary will and of brute force, he said. 

“But,” the Pope added, ‘‘a demand also 
made itself felt that all the culprits of 
which we have just spoken . . . should be 
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obliged to render account and that nothing 
should be allowed to save them from chas- 
tisement for their acts.” 


Meddling in Internal Affairs 
The Pontiff also said the excuse that ‘‘an 
order was received from higher authority” 
could not exonerate from war crimes. He 
asked, ‘“Would it be possible to secure by 
international agreements that leaders, on 
the one hand, be rendered juridically inca- 
able of ordering crimes and (be) punish- 
able before the law if they do so; on the 
other (hand) that subordinates be dispens- 
ed from executing such orders and (be) 
punishable in the law if they obey them?” 


POPE’S CALL FOR INTERNATIONAL 
CRIME LAWS RUNS CONTRARY 
TO U. S. STAND 

According to the same press agency, as 
published by Los Angeles Times of Octo- 
ber 3, the call by Pope Pius XII for inter- 
national laws to deal with war criminals 
collides with American sentiment against 
submitting to any international court or 
even ratifying the U. N. genocide conven- 
tion. 

Former President Truman and Francis 
Biddle, then the American member of the 
Nuernberg War Crimes Court, initiated in 
1946 a project similar to that proposed by 
the Pope. 

In the chain of cold wartime develop- 
ments since then, the United States posi- 
tion has been altered to the view that a 
large measure of national sovereignity must 
be maintained. This would rule out the 
transfer of crime judgment and punishment 
to any international body now. 


Russion Opposition 

Russia, for much the same reason, op- 
poses such an international court as a men- 
ace to a country’s sole right to deal with 
crimes against it. 

Biddle proposed that Truman ask the 
United Nations to start codifying offenses 
against the peace and security of mankind, 
naming aggression as a supreme crime, as 
well as lesser violations of international 
law. The Nuernberg principles were sug- 
gested as a base. 

Truman agreed and asked the United 
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Nations, through the U. S. delegation, to 
start work on such a code. Committees and 
legal experts have been working on the 
idea ever since, with the project still in 
the hands of the U. N.’s International Law 
Commission. 


Proposed as Crimes 

Aggression, invasion, mass killings or 
pressures to destroy a whole group—even 
forced mass birth control—have been pro- 
posed as crimes to be tried by an interna- 
tional tribunal. 

Forty-three countries have ratified the 
genocide convention which classes mass de. 
struction of people because of race, cul- 
ture or color as a crime against humanity. 
It also covers slave labor. But Secretary of 
State Dulles has said that the United States 
is reserving its position on ratifying the 
genocide convention and has indicated 
strongly it will oppose setting up any kind 
of international criminal court. 

The United States had two representa- 
tives sitting in recent sessions of the United 
Nations of a fifteen-nation commission to 
set up a draft code for an international 
criminal court. George M. Morris, Wash- 
ington (D.C.) attorney, was chairman of 
the commission. John Maktos was the 
State Department spokesman. 


Study Ordered 

Both said that although the United States 
opposed such a court, the Assembly had 
ordered a study and the U. S. representa- 
tives attended to give their best advice in 
case a majority of the General Assembly 
finally decided to have one. The question 
will not come before the Assembly before 
next year. 

The draft code finally approved by the 
commission experts would provide that any 
country accepting the idea of the court 
would have to ratify it before it affected 
the country. A fifteen-judge bench was pro- 
posed to try crimes under international 
law. Individuals, whether rulers, public of- 
ficials or private individuals, would be li- 
able to prosecution before the court. The 
draft code, however, did not spell out the 
nature of the crimes. Their definition would 
be left to future international conventions 
to be ratified by individual countries, as 
was the genocide convention. 
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Conclusions Derived 

Three salient points are derived from the 
Pope’s talk, as revealing his secret aims: 

1. In advocating the formation of an 
international body to deal with political 
and juridical matters of our nations, the 
Pope still entertains the old ambition to 
become the head of that body. Through ec- 
clesiastical and political channels this plan 
has been expressed again and again, but so 
far it has not come to fulfillment. 

2. While recommending severe penal- 
ties for war criminals, the Pontiff has fail- 
ed to apply this rule to his own actions. 
At the end of World War II, the word 
“clemency” was very common in the Vati- 
can parlance whenever it was found that 
the war criminal was a Catholic. 

3. In this year of 1953, the Pope is in- 
terested in resurrecting the old ignominous 
ractice of the Roman Catholic Church that 
. excommunication and interdict judged, 
condemned, and punished empires and na- 
tions by the Popes. Governments of the 
world were put to tremble before the two 
swords of Rome, the ecclesiastical and the 
political. These weapons the Pope would 
like to revive today. This is the Ecclesias- 
tical Law that still constitutes the heart of 
the Roman power. 

Civilized, free nations of this world will 
never consent to be victims of this insult 
against human dignity. 

The United States can never surrender 
its sovereignty to any power, be it political 
or ecclesiastical. 


The Camel's 


Dr. Reinhold Nie- 
buhr was certainly 
glorified in Roman 
Catholic circles and 
their press for some 
declarations he made 
some time ago in 

Cleveland, Ohio, at the Western Reserve 
University. According to Spark, a Catholic 
publication, ‘Dr. Niebuhr challenged Prot- 
€stant Opposition to public welfare services 
for students of private or parochial schools 
as unrealistic, unreasonable and die-hard.” 


December, 1953 


The theologian said Protestants and secu- 
larists have been unduly frightened into 
thinking that Catholic doctrine is opposed 
to freedom of conscience and religion.” 

The same publication expresses jubilant- 
ly that ‘Firm rebuke was administered by 
Dr. Niebuhr to members of his religious 
profession who refused any compromise on 
the question of public aid to parochial 
schools. Their answer to even the slightest 
compromise, he said, has always been: ‘No, 
this is the camel’s nose getting into the 
tent.’ Declared Dr. Niebuhr: ‘I am sick of 
the camel’s nose.’ ”’ 

If the quotation is correct, then we would 
recommend Dr. Niebuhr to examine cur- 
rent events in the religious field, especially 
it: countries dominated by the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. Before advancing opinions so 
contrary to facts, he should acquaint him- 
self with the Canons of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church and follow them in their prac- 
tice throughout the world. Spain, Argen- 
tina, and Colombia are appearing in news- 
paper columns and New York Times te- 
porters are describing how those Protestants 
are not only restricted but actually perse- 
cuted, massacred for their faith. Why not 
take time, Dr. Niebuhr, to study the Con- 
cordats between the Vatican and the na- 
tions that have representatives in Rome? 
You do not want to be placed in such a 
ridiculous position with declarations like 
those that have caused celebrations and fi- 
estas amongst our friends, the Catholic 
Hierarchy. 

Statements of this sort will prolong your 
sickness, Dr. Niebuhr, because with your 
help the camel’s nose is advancing to take 
the whole position of the tent and those 
who were inside the tent, you and I, will 
have to find room in some other place. 

The ultimate aims of the Roman Catho- 
lic hierarchy are geared toward the elimina- 
tion of our Public Schools. It is thus that 
their parochial school system will flourish 
with the aid of men such as Dr. Niebuhr, 
an aide that serves as a cushion for Bishops 
like John F. Noll, who in 1944 wrote a 
book entitled “Public Enemy No. 1.’” What 
is public enemy No. 1 according to the 
official position of the Roman Catholic 
Church? Is it crime? No. Is it immorality ? 
No. Is it treason? No. Is it Communism? 
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No. Public Enemy No. i in the eyes of the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy, as expressed by 
Bishop Noll, is the Public School. 

“Give us a child when he is young, and 
he will always be a Roman Catholic,” is 
the old Roman Catholic principle. Where 
will they capture the mind, heart and soul 
of the child? Not in public schools, as long 
as the Constitution remains intact. The main 
purpose of parochial schools is to make a 
Catholic convert out of every child. 


Watural Science and 
Catholic Education 


From time to time inquiries have been 
presented by different individuals on ‘‘What 
is wrong with Catholic education?’ Not 
long ago the question was touched upon 
in the Time magazine (August 31, 1953). 
Julian Pleasants, a University of Notre 
Dame Scientist and a Roman Catholic, 
points out the reasons for the inadequacy 
of Catholic education. 

Too much formalism is the cause of the 
family break-up. Few scientists are pro- 
duced in the Catholic educational system. 

The “prevailing Catholic philosophy,” 
says Dr. Pleasants, ‘‘is almost sheer formal- 
ism, Obedience to certain arbitrary pre- 
scriptions for the sake of an arbitrary re- 
ward . . . . Where the formulae do not 
apply, the matter is of no real significance. 
Nothing new need be added. Formalism 
does not forbid creative activity—it just 
takes the heart out of it.”” And this comes 
from a Professor of Catholic Notre Dame. 

Formalism in Catholic teaching is ap- 
parent very early in the education of an in- 
dividual. From early childhood a man is 
steeped in formalism. He begins his cate- 
chism studies by memorizing formulae, con- 
tinuing this stereotyped method in high 
school. In college he is introduced to for- 
malistic scholastic philosophy, the ‘dry 
bones” of ancient pagan philosophies. 

A former Catholic commenting on Prof. 
Pleasants’ views, corroborates them in a 
letter to the Time editor (September 21, 
1953). He says in part: “Catholic educa- 
tion does not encourage the inquiring mind, 
the training and the use of the imagination 
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required by science . . . the fundamental 
weakness of Catholic education is their 
childlike and simple explanation of God, 
We all feel that there is a higher power, 
but when we try to explain this power in 
terms of human experience, it seems to me 
that we must inevitably arrive at that point 
where human explanation is impossible, 
At this point we reach the barrier of in. 
finity. It is only by the use of imagination 
that we can cross this barrier.” 

It goes without saying that imagination 
in these vital matters of religion is not 
encouraged. One’s entire religious and phil. 
osophical viewpoint is dependent on cen. 
tury-old formulae in this system of educa. 
tion. To acquire ever broader and broader 
concepts of the divinity, of creation, of 
SCIENCE, too, the imagination must play 
an important part. Formalism is the enemy 
of progress. 


The Passing of 


a Great 5S. 
Chieh Juatice 


After a lifetime 
of government serv- 
ice, Mr. Frederick 
Moore Vinson, na- 
tive of Louisa, Ky, 
crossed the earthly 
barrier into eternity. 
He held numerous 
offices, among which we may mention the 
following: Director of Economic Stabiliza- 
tion, Federal Loan Administrator, Director 
of War Mobilization and Reconversion, 
Secretary of the Treasury, and lately Chief 
Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court (being 
appointed by former President Truman in 
1946). 

His value to the court was manifested at 
the end of the Rosenberg case when Justice 
Douglas, a day after the court recessed, is- 
sued a stay of execution. Chief Justice Vin- 
son did not tarry with justice; he acted 
immediately, calling the court back into 
session, and Douglas was quickly reversed. 

In Vinson we had a loyal public set 
vant, devoting his time and energy to pub- 
lic welfare. Like countless other public ser- 
vants, he did not leave millions and many 


Chief Justice Vinson 


The Converted Catholic Magazine 





possessions. His frugal life should be an 
example to all those dedicated to promote 
the common good. All he left, according to 
his last will and testament, were a few 
properties, not worth mentioning, and some 
insurance. The wills (one made in 1928, 
the other in 1930) were unwitnessed, hence, 
legally invalid. His estate, however, filed 
in Probate Court on September 23, in 
Washington, D. C., “listed assets of only 
about $7,100 against debts of $6,000— 
leaving a net worth of only slightly more 
than $1,000.” To benefit by all this are 
his wife, mother, son, and sister. 

The last words of his first will are: “I 
pass from the stage of life with no regrets 
as far as any wrongdoing is concerned. I 
confide my soul to my Maker's care in the 
firm belief that He will pronounce me ‘pure 
of heart,’ entitled by my life, my love and 
respect for Him to partake of the reward 
which He has awaiting us.” 


Oh! that other men consecrated to the 
public service be molded in this self-same 
fashion, that at the end of their public 
careers they may say in all sincerity and 
truthfulness that they have no regrets as 
far as any wrongdoing is concerned. 

Another long-time public servant has'this 
to say of Chief Justice Vinson: “The rec- 
ord of his estate should demonstrate that 
the man who gives his whole life to public 
service gives little to his family. That is 
true of all men in America who are dedi- 
cated to public service rather than service 
to themselves or their families.” Here we 
have a worthy ideal expressed: THE PUB- 
LIC GOOD BEFORE THE PRIVATE 
GOOD. And Justice Vinson embodied this 
ideal in his entire political career. The 
Episcopal (Protestant) Church of which 
Chief Justice was a member, is proud to 
have counted such a man as one of her 
communicants. 


“Theres still time-- 
Gut act today ou our 
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MARTIN LUTHER AND THE 
CHRISTMAS TREE 


By Artuur M. Sowper* 


CWS 


Trimmed Christmas trees were first used in the United 
States apparently during the American Revolution, when 
Hessian soldiers softened their homesickness with them. In 
a description of Christmas festivities at Fort Dearborn, II, 
in 1804 mention is made of a Christmas tree. 


The idea and 
the tradition 
spread widely 
through the 
young land: We 

read that people in Cambridge, Mass., 
put up Christmas trees in 1832; in Phil- 
adelphia, two years later; Cincinnati, in 
1835; Rochester, N. Y., 1840; Richmond 
and Williamsburg, in Virginia, 1846; 
Wooster, Ohio, 1847; and Cleveland, 
1851. 


At first, the trimmings, if any, con- 
sisted mostly of small tufts of cotton 
and strings of popcorn and cranberries. 
Other decorations were flowers, replicas 
of foodstuffs, paper ornaments, and the 
like—no factory-made ornaments, tinsel, 
electric lights, or baubles. 

Some historians trace the custom of 
lighting the Christmas tree to Martin 
Luther (1483-1546). The story is told 
that he was strolling through the coun- 
tryside alone one Christmas Eve under 
a brilliant starlit sky, and his thoughts 
turned to the nativity of the Christ Child. 
He was awed by the beauty of the heav- 
ens and the wintry landscape; the blue 


* The author was a contributor to The Year- 
book of Agriculture, 1949. After graduation 
from the University of Idaho, School of For- 
estry, he was employed as a logging engineer 
and logging-camp foreman. Before joining 
the Department of Agriculture as an exten- 
sion forester, he taught forestry subjects, in- 
cluding logging, at the University of Idaho. 
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light on the low hills outside Weimar, 
and on the evergreens, the snow flakes 
sparkling in the moonlight. Returning 
home, he told his family about it and at- 
tempted to reproduce the glory of the 
outdoors. To a small evergreen tree he 
attached some lighted candles so as to 
portray the reflection of the starry heay- 
en. 

Apparently candles did not come into 
wide use at once. Mention of the Christ- 
mas tree custom in Strasbourg a century 
later did not include lights. In fact, at 
first, the use of lights on a tree was con- 
sidered ridiculous and referred to as 
“child’s play.” For two centuries follow- 
ing Luther, the Christmas tree custom 
appears to have been confined to the 
Rhine River district. From 1700 on, 
when the lights were accepted as part of 
the decorations, the Christmas tree was 
well on its way to becoming an accepted 
custom in Germany, and during the Rev- 
olution the tradition of the Christmas 
tree bridged the Atlantic. 

Finland is said to have accepted the 
custom in about 1800, Denmark 1810, 
Sweden 1820, and Norway about 1830, 
From the Scandinavian countries the 
custom spread to France and England 
about 1840. Records shows that 35,000 
Christmas trees were sold in Paris im 
1890. 

Some persons trace the origin of the 
Christmas tree to an earlier period. Even 
before the Christian era, trees and 
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boughs were used for ceremonials. Egyp- 
tians, when they observed the winter 
solstice, brought green date palms into 
their homes as a symbol of “life trium- 
phant over death.” When the Romans 
observed the feast of Saturn, a part of 
the ceremony was to raise an evergreen 
bough. The early Scandinavians are said 
to have done homage to the fir tree. To 
the Druids, sprigs of evergreen in the 
house meant eternal life; to the Norse- 



















d § men, they symbolized the revival of the 
» § sun god Balder. To the superstitious, the 
n} branches of evergreen placed over the 








door would keep out witches, ghosts, and 
the evil spirits. 

This does not mean that our present 
Christmas tree custom might perforce 
have evolved from paganism, any more 
than did some of the present-day use of 
greenery in rituals. Trees and branches 
can be made purposeful as well as sym- 
bolic. The decorated Christmas tree has 
become an accepted tradition during 
yuletide, and Christmas would be in- 
complete without it. 

Through the years the tradition has 
become so well established that two- 
thirds of all American homes now fol- 
low the custom. The Christmas tree is 
a symbol of a living Christmas spirit 
and brings into our lives the fragrance 
and freshness of the forest. 

Just how Christmas tree decorations 






















































































om ; ; 
he § other than lights developed is vague. It 
m, | Tay be that tufts of cotton and strings 





of popcorn were used on the branches as 
a substitute for snow in the manner 
Martin Luther used candles to represent 
lights on the snow-flecked evergreens. 
Fruit, such as apples, was easy to attach 
to the trees and provided color, as did 
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els of foodstuffs, such as hams and ba- 
cons, were once used as substitutes for 
the real items too heavy for slender 
branches. 

The suggestion has been made that 
the idea of decorating trees is an out- 
growth of a practice adopted by early 
dwellers of the forest. Certain foodstuffs 
were hung in trees to get them out of 
reach of prowling animals. On the other 
hand, trees were worshiped by many, 
and gifts of food were often hung in 
the branches as offerings or sacrifices to 
the deities. Such giving was a Christian 
trait; thus the gifts were hung in 
“Christian trees”—or Christmas trees. 

The fir seems to be the tree most com- 
monly mentioned in reviewing the evolu- 
tion of the Christmas tree. The fact that 
the twigs of the balsam fir resemble 
crosses more than do other evergreens 
may have had something to do with it. 
On the other hand, it may be that the 
word “fir” was used to designate a num- 
ber of evergreens before botanical no- 
menclature was well known, for even to- 
day many people, unable to identify the 
various evergreens, speak of them as 
“firs.” ‘ 

Also, it seems that extracts from the 
fir, especially balsam fir, were used for 
medicinal purposes; probably for that 
reason it was widely sought after and 
used. Certainly the perfume of the bal- 
sam is one of its outstanding features. 
At any rate, if the fir tree predominated 
as the early Christmas tree, then our 
forefathers selected wisely, for the fir 
is the favorite of today. 

Many people are troubled about cut- 
ting evergreens for Christmas trees. 
President Theodore Roosevelt, as a con- 
servationist, felt so keenly about the 


matter, for example, that he used to for- 
bid their use in the White House. He 
called it wasteful. One year, however, 
his sons Archie and Quentin smuggled 
one in and set it up in Archie’s room. 
The President’s friend and adviser on 
conservation measures, Gifford Pinchot, 
assured him that the supervised and 
proper harvesting of Christmas trees 
was good for the forests. From then on 
the White House had a tree. 

Those who object to the cutting of 
Christmas trees might well remember 
that forestry looks not only to the per- 
petuation but also to the wise use of 
woodlands. By careful selection of trees 
to be cut, it is possible to obtain ever- 
green trees without harming the forest 
—often, indeed, with positive benefit to 
it, just as it is possible to thin out stands 
of young trees for fuel and obtain faster 
growth and greater returns in saw tim- 
ber from the remaining trees. Actually, 
if properly directed, there is no reason 
why the joy associated with the Christ- 
mas evergreen may not be a means of 
arousing in the minds of children an ap- 
preciation of the beauty and usefulness 
of trees; and keen appreciation of the 
beauty and usefulness of trees is a long 
step toward the will to plant and care 
for them. 

Living Christmas trees, fittingly dec- 
orated and lighted, can become the cen- 
ter of outdoor community interest and 
seasonal celebrations. Smaller spruces, 
firs, or hemlocks planted in tubs or sim- 
ilar containers make excellent living 
Christmas trees for homes. They espe- 
cially appeal to children and, because they 
remain alive, keep the fire hazard to a 
minimum. Then the planting of the live 
Christmas tree near the home on New 
Year’s Day (if weather and soil permit) 
serves as a fitting ceremony to end the 
holiday week. If kept watered and rea- 
sonable care is taken in transplanting, 
the tree is almost sure to grow. In fact, 
the same tree may be used for two or 
more successive Christmases before it 
grows too large to be easily handled. 

When its purpose is served, the tree 
should be disposed of properly. A 
Twelfth Night ceremony, in which the 
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Christmas trees, wreaths, and boughs 
are collected from the several homes and 
burned in a blaze of glory, is observed 
in some American cities—a fitting end 
for a tree of tradition and sentiment and 
much better than discarding it on a back- 
yard trash heap. 

The basis for the custom may derive 
from the time when the early Christians 
celebrated the feast of the Nativity of 
Christ for twelve days, placing special 
emphasis on the last or Twelfth Day. 

The community burning of the trees, 
which appears to have originated in Ger- 
many, was instituted to commemorate 
the light of the Star of Bethlehem, which 
guided the Three Wise Men to where 
the infant Christ lay in the manger, 
Through the centuries various peoples 
have observed the custom in various 
ways; often rites to insure better crops 
were involved. 
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By W. M. MONTANO 


DYE ASSES were celebrated—prayers were said all through Novem- 
ber—in the hope of gaining indulgences for Catholic souls in purgatory. 
Each November is dedicated, by the Roman Catholic Church, to ceremonies on 


behalf of their dead. 


How can the living expect prayers to be heard for a man when he is dead? Does 
God say they will be? Catholics pay great sums for Masses—to what profit? 


The Reverend Frederick William Faber, 


affirmatively, 
“Purgatory.” 


The Doctrine of Purgatory 

Rev. Faber writes, “There have al- 
ways been two views of purgatory pre- 
vailing in the Church, not contradictory 
the one of the other, but rather expres- 
sive of the mind and devotion of those 
who have embraced them. One is the 
view met with in by far the greater num- 
ber of the lives and revelations of Ital- 
ian and Spanish saints, the works of the 
Germans of the Middle Ages, and the 
popular delineations of purgatory in 
Belgium, Portugal, Brazil, Mexico, and 
elsewhere. 

“The other is the view which has been 
made popular by St. Francis of Sales, 
though he drew it originally from his 
favorite treatise on purgatory by St. 
Catherine of Genoa, and it is also borne 
out by many of the revelations of Sister 
Francesca of Pampeluna, a Teresian 
nun, published with a long and able cen- 
sure by Fra. Giuseppe Bonaventura 
Ponze, a Dominican professor at Sara- 
gossa. Each of these two views, though 
neither denies the other, has its own pe- 
culiar spirit of devotion. 

“The first view is embodied in the 
terrifying sermons of Italian Quaresim- 
ali, and in those wayside pictutes which 
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D.D., endeavored to establish this 


with the Imprimatur of Patrick Cardinal Hayes, in his booklet, 


so often provoke the fastidiousness of 
the English traveller. It loves to repre- 
sent purgatory simply as a hell which is 
not eternal. Violence, confusion, wailing, 
horror, preside over its descriptions. It 
dwells, and truly, on the terribleness of 
the pain of sense which the soul is mys- 
teriously permitted to endure. The fire is 
the same fire as that of hell, created for 
the single and express purpose of giving 
torture. Our earthly fire is as painted 
fire compared to it. Beside this, there is 
a special and indefinable horror to the 
unbodied soul in becoming the prey of 
this material agony. The sense of im- 
prisonment, close and intolerable, and 
the intense palpable darkness, are addi- 
tional features in the horror of the scene, 
which prepare us for that sensible neigh- 
borhood of hell which many Saints have 
spoken of as belonging to purgatory. 

“Angels are represented as active ex- 
ecutioners of God’s awful justice. Some 
have even held that the demons were 
permitted to touch and harass the spouses 
of Christ in those ardent fires. Then to 
this terribleness of the pain of sense, is 
added the dreadfulness of the pain of 
loss. 


“There are revelations which speak 
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of some who are in purgatory, but have 
no fire. They languish patiently detained 
from God, and that is enough chastise- 
ment for them. There are revelations, 
too, which tell of multitudes who are in 
no local prison, but abide their purifica- 
tion in the air, or by their graves, or 
near altars where the Blessed Sacrament 
is, or in the rooms of those who pray for 
them, or amid the scenes of their former 
vanity and frivolity. 

“If silent suffering, sweetly, grace- 
fully endured, is-a thing so venerable on 
earth, what must this region of the 
Church be like. Compared with earth, its 
trials, doubts, exciting and depressing 
risks, how much more beautiful, how 
much more desirable, that still, calm, pa- 
tient realm over which Mary is crowned 
as queen, and Michael is the perpetual 
ambassador of her mercy. 

“But the state of the Holy Souls is 
one of the most unbounded helplessness. 
They cannot do penance; they cannot 
merit ; they cannot satisfy; they cannot 
gain indulgences; they have no Sacra- 
ments; they are not under the jurisdic- 
tion of God’s Vicar, overflowing with 
the plenitude of means of grace and 
manifold benedictions. They are a por- 
tion of the Church without either priest- 
hood or altar at their own commands.””! 


Why Purgatory Cannot Be A Reality 


Dr. William Barrow asserts that the 
doctrine of Purgatory is interwoven 
with the entire Papal System, and modi- 
fies all other tenets of the Church. It ef- 
fects the devout Romanist with a power 
that pertains to no other dogma, for it 
touches him in those points where man 
feels most deeply—his dread of suffer- 
ing, and affection for family and friends. 

Claiming to be the successors of the 
apostles and the viceregents of God in 
the prerogative of forgiving sins, the 
priests have used this doctrine as the 
great Key of St. Peter in opening and 
shutting the door of heaven. There is a 
terrible power in it when brought to bear 
on ignorant or sensitive conscience. 


"1 Purgatory, by William Frederick Faber. 
The Paulist Press, New York. 


298 


How could a doctrine such as this 
have originated and grown to attain a 
place of such prominence? All who are 
acquainted with the Bible know that 
somewhere along the line a detour was 
taken. We cannot find the teaching in 
God’s Word. 

Its introduction was small, and plucked 
from tradition earlier than Christianity 
itself. Its institution was the result of 
what we today would term “wishful 
thinking.” 

As early as A.D. 150 regeneration was 
confounded with baptism. Forgiveness 
of all sins preceding the act was sup- 
posed to accompany it. A century later 
this was common doctrine, with the be- 
lief prevalent that forgiveness through 
the merits of Christ could be obtained 
only for those sins committed before 
baptism. Many, including Constantine, 
deferred the rite as long as they could 
presume on life. 

Then, as to sins committed after bap- 
tism, it was supposed that they were 
pardoned in consideration of penance 
and good works. The next step was easi- 
ly gained—that if one satisfies not for 
sins committed after baptism by alms, 
good works, and penance, he must do 
penance for them after death in an in- 
termediate state. 

Neander thinks it probable that Cypri- 
an was the first to promulgate this idea 
in the Church. Whether Cyprian stood 
sponsor at the baptism into the Church 
of this notion of a purifying fire after 
death may admit of a question. It is cer- 
tain, however, that this was the fruitful 
germ of that vast Romish aftergrowth, 
the purgatorial system, and that its in 
cipient development in the Church first 
appeared in the times of Cyprian, whose 
martyr-death occurred A.D. 258. 

In the fifth century the doctrine of 
purgatory was disputed by Pelagius, 
who accused the system of aiding toa 
prevalent moral degradation. He de 
clared that many in the church felt free 
to live a vicious life, expecting tempo 
rary, purgatorial punishment to make 
their salvation sure. 

Augustine, however, took an opposite 
view. He thought it supposable that pun 
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fying trials might be continued after 
death for a longer or shorter time, as 
need might be, in a purgating fire. 

The Council of Carthage, A.D. 418, 
condemned the doctrine of an intermedi- 
ate state on the ground that no third 


state can be conceived of between heaven 
and hell. 


Gregory the Great, Architect 
of the Doctrine 


It was reserved for Gregory the Great 
to make this doctrine of Purgatory a 
necessary article of faith. He set it forth 
distinctly as a dogma of the Church that 
must be received by all the faithful. He 
also first taught in the Church that 
masses and prayers for the dead avail 
to deliver them from purgatory. He, 
more than any other, led the way to the 
sale of indulgences which culminated in 
Leo X and Tetzel. 


The idea had also taken root that the 
sacrament of the Supper in its celebra- 
tion was not simply commemorative, but 
also sacrificial, and, as such, efficacious. 
The officiating priest was supposed to 
take the part of mediator between God 
and man, and Christ was supposed to 
become so connected with the elements, 
after their consecration, as to impart an 
atoning efficiency to the sacrament. In- 
tercessions were made for the living and 
the dead, with peculiar, attributed power. 
Names of the departed, on the anniver- 
saries of their death, were remembered 
so the efficacy of the sacrament might 
turn to the repose of their souls, through 
special prayers. 

Patrons of, and donors to churches, 
with their gifts, were publicly announced 
during the celebration, and public pray- 
ers offered for them. 

In this form, substantially, lay the 
material for this huge system of purga- 
tory when Gregory the Great came to 
be a leading mind in the Church. 

Gregory had penetration enough to 
realize that all the elements necessary to 
the system had been developed, and if 
united would constitute a mighty instru- 
mentality. To the vast purgatorial fabric 
he gave definiteness of form, so well 
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constructed that none after him varied 
its essential features. 


Gregory the great received the highest 
honors of the Church in the chair of St. 
Peter A.D. 590, and died A.D. 604. He 
believed strongly in supernatural efficacy 
in the sacraments and in the priestly of- 
fices of the Church. In the celebration of 
the communion he saw the passion of 
our Lord virtually repeated. The act of 
the priest at this service was, by virtue 
of his office, of a sacrificial character. It 
was the atoning offering of Christ re- 
peated. And so, he alleged, as often as 
the mass was celebrated, some at least 
of the power of the first and real sacri- 
fice of our Lord pertained to the act, and 
passed over to the benefit of those for 
whom the act was performed. 


Gregory did insist, though, on the 
contrition and the entire devotion of self 
to God when receiving the benefit of the 
mass. As the supernatural power in the 
sacrifice of the mass could be applied for 
the benefit of any for whom it was cele- 
brated, he conceived that its efficacy 
could be realized by both the absent and 
the dead. 


The notion of a preceding age had lo- 
cated many of the departed in a purga- 
torial state, till sins yet adhering should 
be cast off and due penance suffered. 
For the more speedy release of such, he 
taught that this priestly iteration of the 
sacrifice of Christ in the mass could be 
made. This position he fortified by a- 
verred testimony from the spirit world 
in those legends and stories with which 
his fourth dialogue abounds. Illustra- 
tions of these are found in the stories of 
Paschasius, St. Severin, St. Bernard, 
and others. 

In the same dialogue he states the po- 
sition dogmatically as: “Much profits 
souls even after death the sacred obla- 
tion of the life-giving Sacrifice, so that 
the souls of the dead themselves some- 
times seem to ask for it. They who are 
not weighed down by grevious sins are 
profited after death by burial in the 
church, because that their relatives, 
whenever they come to the same sacred 
places, remember their own kin whose 
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tombs they behold, and pray to the Lord 
for them.” 


This legendary evidence had wonder- 
ful power in an age so superstitious. Its 
misty, intangible character magnified it. 

All materials, outline-plans, and the 
structure itself, of purgatory were in the 
hands of Gregory the Great when he 
died. At his death he stood related to 
the whole system, much as Michael An- 
gelo, at his death, did to St. Peter’s. 

As the work crept ahead to its present 
consummation, the’ genius and spirit of 
Gregory still seemed to preside. Only 
variations were made which he, him- 
self, would likely have introduced as de- 
velopments and improvements. 

When Gregory began to build he 
adapted the abundance of material about 
him which had accumulated from the 
drift of historic ages. It was his con- 
structive ability, rather than creative, 
which accomplished the establishment of 
the purgatorial system. He shaped and 
molded with theories, philosophies and 
religions of the pagan world,embellished 
with much legendary lore. During his 
life Rome was semi-Christian and semi- 
pagan. A combination of these, through 
the conceptive powers of his mind, 
evolved as the Roman Catholic doctrine 
of Purgatory. 


The Gospel’s Answer 


It has often been said that, “truth will 
stand alone.” When Christ said, “I am 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life,” He 
continued, “no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by Me.” If man will accept 
these words literally and simply, he can 
enter into eternal life. No man can add 
one “jot or one tittle” to God’s plan of 
redemption through Jesus Christ who 
completed the atonement on calvary and 
rose again for our justification. Spiritual 
truths proceed from the eternal God- 
head. No man can add thereto, nor sub- 
tract therefrom, and all that is truth will 
be manifested in eternity. God, in His 
unsearchable love has proffered it so 
comprehensibly that the lowliest can un- 
derstand if he will accept God literally 
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and take Him at His Word. A detour, 
no matter how attractive, is not true, 
It is not the way. And it does not lead 
to life. 

Monsignor Fulton J. Sheen, who is 
listened to by millions on the radio, in- 
sists, according to his church’s teaching, 
that it is a sin of presumption to dare 
to believe that sinners can be completely 
justified by faith in the finished work of 
Christ. As a result, he condemns even 
believing Christians to that lake of fire, 
Purgatory, after they die. In his latest 
book, “Preface to Religion” (p. 138), 
Monsignor Sheen repeats almost word 
by word the pagan teaching of the poet 
Virgil, when he says: 

“Who would dare assert themselves 

pure enough to and spotless enough 

to enter into the presence of the Im- 

maculate Lamb of God ?” 


Virgil says likewise: 
“that the soul cannot dare to ‘Assert 
The native skies, or own its heavenly 
kind ... And some are hung to bleach 
upon the wind. Some plunged in water, 
others purged in fires.’ ” 


By the old, dead way of pagan beliefs, 
by dependence on the useless sacrifices 
of earthly priests, no one can dare to as- 
sert himself pure and spotless enough 
to enter into the holy presence of the 
Immaculate Lamb of God after he dies, 
The pagan Virgil and Monsignor Sheen 
are right and logical in saying that by 
the works of earthly priests and their 
sacrifices no one can dare to have such 
assurance. But we have the blessed as- 
surance of the word of God, of the new 
teaching of the Christian Gospel mes- 
sage, that now at last in this new dis- 
pensation, by the blood of Christ, we 
have a new and living way, by which we 
CAN DARE to enter into the holiest 
presence of the Immaculate Lamb of 
God : “Having therefore, brethren, bold- 
ness to enter into the holiest by the blood 
of Jesus, by a new and living way, which 
he hath consecrated for us, through the 
veil, that is to say, his flesh” (Hebrews 
10:19, 20). 
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“Unto you ts born this day, a Saviour.” Luke 2:11 


Christmas 


The world keeps festival today. 
Christmas is of the ages and the 
universe. From the hour when the 
flaming sword whirled at Eden’s 
gate, until the Bethlehem star in 
its silver beauty shone in the mid- 
night sky, all time was 
a ladder that led to 
the coming of Christ. 
Round by round it was 
builded through the 
centuries. Sunbeams of 
promise illumined it. 
Mists of prophecy hung 
over it a nebulous veil. 
Heavenward, up its 
ethereal steps, climbed 
the feet of patriarchs 
and priests, of sages 
and seers; and beauti- 
ful women, Deborah and Miriam, 
Esther and Ruth, went that way 
into the land of peace. At last 
came the sacred hour of which 
Luke sublimely tells, when Gabriel, 
an angel who stood in the presence 
of God, went forth to a virgin of 
Nazareth, named Mary. In the 
dreams of the old painters, an 
angel of Annunciation — grave, 
stately, and majestic, bearing a lily 
emblem of the stainless purity— 
enters the humble home of the 
gentle maiden. Little thought the 
simple Jewish girl, as she went 
about her daily tasks, that to her 
was to come the greatest honor 
and the deepest sorrow ever laid 
upon woman. For her mystical 
motherhood gave His human na- 
ture to the Divine Son. Sweet 





Mary, mother of our Lord! With 
no worship, yet with tenderest 
love, our hearts remember thee as 
on Christmas day we gather round 
the Holy Child. We come, the 
world comes, to adore on Christ- 
mas morning, where 
the shepherds and the 
wise men came: 

“The pastoral spirits 


‘34 first, 
g Approach Thee, 
» a Babe Divine, 
Fs For, they in lowly 
Lt thoughts are 
Aq nursed, 
y} Meet for Thy lowly 
: shrine; 


Sooner than they 

should miss where 

Thou dost dwell, 

Angels from heaven will stoop 
to guide them to Thy cell.” 
The simple-minded and the 

childlike still have the shortest way 
to come. Their eyes open to the 
light from heaven; they hear the 
songs, and angels guide them to 
the cradle in the stall. Still the 
world’s great and mighty ones find 
the path to Christ longer and 
stranger; but the star goes before 
them too. It stops in its radiant 
clearness over the place where the 
Young Child lies. By what road 
soever of mountain or plain wise 
or simple have travelled, alike they 
find full content only when, in the 
rest of faith, they kneel before the 
Incarnate Love. 
De Witt Talmage 














































































































































































Effects of 
Roman Catholicism 


Henry F. Brown 


The Lord Jesus Christ fore- 
told that “Many will come 
making use of my name” (St. 
Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 24, 
verse 5). He gives explicit in- 
structions as to how to judge 
religious pretenders. 





He says, “Be on your guard against 
false prophets, men who come to you in 
sheep’s clothing but are ravenous wolves 
within. You will know them by the fruit 
they yield. Can grapes be plucked from 
briers, or figs from thistles? So, indeed, 
any sound tree will bear good fruit, while 
any tree that is withered will bear fruit 
that is worthless; that worthless fruit 
should come from a sound tree or good 
fruit from a withered tree is impossible. 
Any tree which does not bear good fruit 
is cut down, and thrown into the fire. I 
say therefore, it is by their fruit that 
you will know them. The kingdom of 
heaven will not give entrance to every 
man who calls me Capital Master; only 
the man that does the will of my Father 
who is in heaven” (St. Matthew’s Gos- 
pel, chapter 7, verses 15-22, Monsignor 
R. A. Knox, Roman Catholic Version). 

To one who is confused with the 
claims of Roman Catholicism, so arro- 
gantly pressed upon America today, it 
would be well to study its effects in 
lands where there has been no Protes- 
tant competition to confuse the simple 
minds of the people. The present “party 
line” of Catholicism is that all the 
world’s ills began with the Protestant 
Reformation. Were it not for this dis- 
cupting influence, there would be happi- 
ness and unity, with prosperity and 
progress. This does not explain the ex- 
plosion of the French Revolution caused, 
not by Protestantism, but as a reaction 
to Roman Catholic-dominated totalitari- 
anism both of Church and Government 
of that day. 


Sicily—Where Rome Reigns Supreme 


Let us look at Sicily where Protes- 
tantism never obtained an entrance, thus 
disturbing the absolute sway of the 
church for 1,500 years. It offers a per- 
fect laboratory study as it has been an 
incomparable proving-ground for the 
methods and principles of Romanism. 
There are few places in the civilized 
world where ignorance and superstition 
exist in a worse degree than in Sicily, 
as any traveller can testify. Surely a 
pawer which has not been able to do any 
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better with a completely subject people, 
than has the Catholic church in Sicily, 
should not set itself up as an educator 
or reformer of American life and so- 
ciety as does that church. 

A graphic description of Southern 
Italy’s ignorance, squalor, and filthiness 
was published in Life recently. It said: 
“They are intensely religious, often su- 
perstitious . . . In some areas the illiter- 
acy rate is as high as 50 per cent.” 

A still franker evaluation of the ef- 
fects of Roman Catholicism in Southern 
Italy is that of Doctor Carlo Levi in his 
interesting book, “Christ stopped at 
Eboli,” (Farrar, Straus and Co., N. Y., 
1947) not intended as an attack on the 
church, but merely a relation of his ex- 
periences in the great sector of Italy. 
There has been no opposition to the pro- 
gram of the church in Southern Italy 
during the past millenium and a half. 
Protestantism is practically unknown 
there. What they are is just what the 
Catholic church has made them. Here 
one can see the effect of Romanism’s 
doctrines and social practices. 


The Fruit of Ignorance 


Let Doctor Levi tell what he discov- 
ered in the hygienic conditions of the 
villages of Southern Italy. He says: “In 
Grassano, at almost regular hours, in the 
early morning and again in the evening, 
windows were surreptitiously opened 
and the wrinkled hands of old women 
were to be seen emptying the contents 
of chamber pots into the streets” (p. 95). 

“The sheep and goats ran up and 
down the streets choked with garbage, 
and half-naked, pale, puffy children 
chased one another among the rubbish” 
(p. 167). 

Howling dogs chasing one another 
down the streets, with human bones— 
still retaining flesh on them, in their 
jaws (page 70) were seen in one Catho- 
lic Italian town! Imagine a Protestant 
town as filthy as that! 

Listen to this description of a Catho- 
lic Italian town: “The houses . . . only 
light came in the front door. Some of 
them had no entrance but a trapdoor 
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and a ladder. In these dark holes with 
walls cut out of the earth, I saw a few 
pieces of miserable furniture, beds, and 
some ragged clothes hanging up to dry. 
On the floor lay dogs, sheep, goats, and 
pigs. Most families have just one cave 
to live in and there they sleep all togeth- 
er—men, women, children, and animals. 
This is how twenty thousand people 
live” (page 86). 

One would think that rather than mak- 
ing it almost impossible for Protestants 
to send missionaries to this town, as 
Romanism does, they would welcome 
help in civilizing those unfortunate peo- 
ple! And to think of such conditions 
existing after some 1,800 years of Ro- 
man Catholicism! 

“Under the bed slept the animals, and 
so the room was divided into three lay- 
ers: animals on the floor, people in the 
bed, and the infants in the air” (page 
122). 

“Worse living conditions would be 
difficult to imagine” (page 164). 


Entrenched Clergy 


Most of the difficulties in Catholic 
countries could be solved were it not for 
an entrenched clergy, who are persuaded 
that they have inherent powers not in any 
way connected with upright lives. Let 
Carlo Levi describe those in the villages 
where he was imprisoned during the 
war. 

“Priest perpetually drunk” (page 40). 

“Priest . . . known for his excellent 
table and the number of children he had 
begotten” (page 94). 

“Almost all the priests have children, 
and no one sees in this fact any dishonor 
reflecting upon their calling” (page 103). 

“She lived there for years with the 
priest . . . She had twins, stillborn, by 
the priest” (page 104). 

Anyone who has lived in Latin Ameri- 
ca, or in Italy, or Spain, can witness to 
the truthfulness of such descriptions. 
The effect on the morals of the peoples 
is disastrous. Let Levi tell what he saw, 
and let us not forget these conditions ob- 
tain after the church has had eighteen 
hundred years in which to teach men to 
live as Christians! 
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“There is no question of a code of 
sexual morals or even of social di 
proval for an illicit affair” (page 99). 

“They thought nothing but love 
making, in the most natural way in th 
world, and they spoke of it with a }. 
cense and simplicity of language tha 
were astonishing” (page 101). 

“A great part of the children are jy. 
legitimate . . . The father’s identity is nm 
longer so strictly important” (page 102), 


“Religion” Without a Bible 


What type of Christianity exists in this 
portion of Italy? Remember that th 
church makes it impossible to circulate 
the Holy Scriptures among these unfor- 
tunate people. Levi reports: “One day 
he saw on my bedside-table a Protestant 
edition of the Bible, and he started hack 
in horror, as if it were a serpent. ‘Such 
books as you read, Doctor! Throw it 
away, I beg of you!” (page 262). 

What kind of Christians can exist 
when they have no access to the source 
of Christian instruction—the Scriptures? 
“We're not Christians; Christ stopped 
short of here” (page 3). 

“Here the peasants did not sing” (page 
37). What have Catholics to sing about? 
They live “in a dark, mysterious worl 
of their own where there was no hope” 
(page 62). “There was no religious hap- 
piness or ecstasy in the people’s eyes; 
instead they seemed prey to a sort of 
madness, a pagan throwing off of re 
straint” (page 118). The priest said, 
“They’re not Christians; they’ve no re 
ligion at all” (page 42). 


A Pagan Church 


“Even the ceremonies of the church 
become pagan rites, celebrating the ex 
istence of inanimate things, which the 
peasants endow with a soul, and the im 
numerable earthly divinities of the vi 
lage” (page 117). 

“The black-faced Madonna, in the 
shower of wheat, among the animals, the 
gun-fire, the trumpets, was no sorrowftl 
Mother of God, but rather a subter 
ranean deity, black with the shadows, 
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the bowels of the earth, a peasant perse- 
phone or lower-world goddess of the 
harvest” (page 119). 

“The Madonna appeared to be a 
fierce, pitiless, mysterious, ancient earth 
goddess, the Saturnian mistress of the 
world; the president of a sort of all- 
powerful ZEUS, the benevolent and 
smiling master of a higher sphere” (page 
122). 

What progress could such a faith pro- 
duce in a people? Let us notice from the 
sory of this eye-witness. “The result is 
a poverty so dismal and abject that it 





amounts to slavery without hope of 
emancipation” (page 178). 

After 1800 years of Roman Catholic 
domination the people still wail, “If we 
knew how to read and write they could- 
n’t rob us like this!” (page 243). 


Yes before you consider the Roman 
Catholic power to be the proper sponsor 
of education, progress, and decency of 
these United States, consider what it has 
done for poor Italy where it has had all 
power, unchallenged by Protestantism 
for almost two thousand years! 


Albert Einstein Condemns Catholic Organizations 
As Detrimental and Dangerous 


The Reader’s Forum of the Roman 
Catholic paper, The Tablet (October 3, 
1953) contains a letter of protest against 
the famous scientist’s frank opinion on 
Roman Catholic organization in America 
and elsewhere. We reproduce the letter 
and Dr. Einstein’s answer, letting the 
reader draw his own conclusion: 


"Dear Professor Einstein: 


“I have found it hard to believe what I have 
just read—that when Paul Blanshard spoke re- 
cently at the Princeton University Institute of 
Theology, you rose and said: ‘I wish to express 
my gratitude to a man who is fighting the 
abuses of a powerful organization. We are 
grateful to him for his efforts.’ Presumably the 
‘powerful organization’ is the Catholic Church, 
of which I am an ordinary member, having no 
connection by blood or marriage with any 
member of the priesthood or hierarchy. 

“When Rabbi Judah arranged before the 
Men’s Club of his synagogue a year or two ago 
a debate to which Paul Blanshard was a party, 
I protested courteously against this act of un- 
friendliness to his Catholic neighbors. When 
my protest brought no change in plan, I at- 
tended, paying admission, and heard Paul 
Blanshard jeer at my Catholic beliefs and prac- 
tices, misrepresent my point of view on cur- 
rent affairs, insist that he loved Catholics but 
made money (he boasted of it) out of the sale 
of his book attacking Catholics. How can you 
stoop to ally yourself with him? 

“The notion that you can divide Catholics 
from their leaders is ‘Old Stuff’ to us. It can- 
not be done, sir. The Nazis tried it, the Fas- 
cists, the Communists. We are not so simple 
minded as to trust you instead of the leaders 
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who will die for us, suffer imprisonment for 
us, be ‘tried and convicted’ for us, as Minds- 
zenty, Stepinac, many others have done. 

“The disillusionment is greater, when a man 
of your stature abandons the field of his com- 
petence, in which we all admire him, and be- 
comes a fomenter of discord in this beloved 
country. You are a stranger here. So were my 
parents, but they became and continued loyal 
citizens, raised a large family, gave service to 
my country. Is my country also yours? I hope 
so; I hope that you will express regret for your 
participation in Mr. Blanshard’s one-man at- 
tack on the Church to which so many of your 
fellow Americans belong. 

“Yours truly, 
oO — 
“Dear Miss 


“The quotation you mentioned in your let- 
ter of July 23rd is quite correct. I am con- 
vinced that some political and social activities 
and practices of the Catholic organizations are 
detrimental and even dangerous for the com- 
munity as a whole, here and everywhere. I 
mention here only the fight against birth con- 
trol at a time when overpopulation in various 
countries has become a serious threat to the 
health of people and a grave obstacle to any 
attempt to organize peace on this planet. I 
shall not go into-discussion of other points be- 
cause Mr. Blanshard has treated everything ex- 
haustively in his publications. Reading your 
letter I cannot help to doubt whether you have 
really studied Mr. Blanshard’s publications. If 
I am not mistaken your Church has forbidden 
Catholics to read any books the content of 
which does not completely agree with the in- 
terests of the organization. 


“Sincerely yours, 
“ALBERT EINSTEIN.” 
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WHAT OUR READERS SAY... 
Public and Parochial Schools 


Gentlemen: 


Because I value so highly the work you are 
doing, I feel constrained to point out that the 
untenability of some of the points you uphold 
in regard to parochial and public schools makes 
you vulnerable in those points and thus weakens 
the force of your efforts. I believe that the com- 
mendable zeal with which you work to uncover 
and unmask Romanism has led you to oppose 
parochial schools on points which you cannot 
defend and to ascribe to public schools credits 
which they do not possess. 

First, your position opposing tax exemption 
for parochial schools cannot be maintained. It is 
the traditional American practice to grant tax 
exemption to non-profit educational, religious, 
and charitable institutions. Parochial schools 
qualify on that basis beyond any question. To 
say, as Dee Smith does in your issue of June, 
1953, page 185, that Catholic schools are ‘‘cen- 
ters of subversive political propaganda in which 
American children are taught that their first al- 
legiance is not to the U. S. government but to 
a foreign potentate,"”” might be true enough, but 
that fact is patently irrelevant to tax exemp- 
tion. Even if Catholic schools are subversive, in- 
efficient, breeders of crime, or anything else you 
wish to name, so long as they are not abolished 
they cannot be denied their proper status as non- 
profit religious and educational institutions en- 
titled to tax exemption under traditional Amer- 
ican practice. Dee Smith is guilty of “diverting 
the issue.”” What an institution teaches has noth- 
ing to do with its status before the law relative 
tc. tax exemption. If it teaches subversion then 
the laws pertinent to that fact should be in- 
voked. We do not deny a man the use of public 
utilities because he is a criminal, at least, not 
until we apply the proper remedy and put him 
behind bars. 

It is an extremely difficult thing to say just 
what the public schools in America are. You 
always object to their being called “godless,” 
but you never seem to get around to stating 
wherein their “godliness” consists. I also object 
to their being called “godless” because the word 
has connotations not characteristic of public 
schools generally. But they certainly are not 
“godly” in any orthodox Christian sense. There- 
fore, they are not Christian. I do not condemn 
public schools. They dare not be more religious 
than they are. They are approximately what pub- 
lic schools perforce must and it will always 
be necessary to have them. But, in spite of that, 
it is necessary to see the public schools for what 
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they are and how well they serve Christian pap 
ents who try to bring up their children in “the 
fear of the Lord.” 

Public schools, as mentioned, are not Chris 
tian in any orthodox sense. No one could 
sibly maintain that they are. Inspiration of Scrip 
tures, the deity of Christ, the atonement, et. 
are certainly not taught and more often implicit 
ly denied than supported. They are then nop. 
Christian. Children who attend are then in 
non-Christian society. Positively, the publi 
schools seek to inculcate certain morals and vig 
tues. Almost entirely in theory, and largely ip 
practice, this moral training is based upon phil 
osophical hedonism and naturalism. It is plain 
that public schools are, from necessity, fundamen. 
tally opposed to evangelical Christian concepts. |t 
is sheer nonsense to deny that fact. If we want ty 
support and improve public education, it dos 
no good to try to pass it off as satisfactory school 
training for Christian communities. Public edu 
tion is just not Christian. And, gentlemen of 
Christ’s Mission, how can you fail to under. 
stand that Christian schooling for Christian chil- 
dren is better than non-Christian schooling? And 
it takes church schools, in preference to public 
schools, to accomplish that. 

Thank you for your consideration, and ma 
your good work continue. 


Sincerely yours, 
A. B. VORDERSTRASSE 


Catholic Census Penalizes Protestants 


Sir: 


The editorial, ““Where Are the 30 Million 
Catholics in America?” published in the Sep 
tember issue, overlooks one very important con- 
sequence of false church statistics. Quotas for 
denominational apportionment of Chaplains in 
the Armed Forces are assigned on the basis of 
published church statistics. The proportion of 
the total U. S. population affiliated with each 
denomination becomes the quota of Chaplains 
permitted to be assigned to each denomination. 

The method of “counting heads” which you 


described works to Protestant disadvantage in 
two ways: 


(1) The figures given by the Roman Catholic 
Church are taken at their face value and Cathe 
lic Chaplains assigned accordingly. 

(2) A multitude of Americans are listed 
simply as “Protestant’"—which means, in mos 
cases, that they have no denominational affilix 
tion, and hence their number does not cout 
since only the statistics of denominations are cot 
sidered. 
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Three things would seem to be implied: 

(1) An intensification of the kind of work 
ou are — to add converted Catholics to 
Protestant ranks. 

(2) A renewed determination of Protestant 
denominations to be evangelical in fact and 
deed to win the millions of unchurched “Protes- 
tants” in this land to faith in Christ and mem- 
bership in some part of His Church. 


(3) An intensified effort to seek out the 
strongest possible men as Protestant Chaplains. 
The Roman Church picks its best. Some of the 
finest and bravest men I have ever known have 
been the priests serving as Chaplains. The Chap- 
laincy is a great opportunity for service to Christ 
and His Church. 

Sincerely, 


JOHN OLDMAN, JR., Minister 
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Hail! bright, auspicious morn, 
When Christ the Lord was born, 
A Saviour and a King: 
That man redeemed might rise, 
He left the radiant skies : 
Loud hallelujahs ring! 


Glad songs ascend today, 
While all unite to pay 
Their homage at His shrine: 
He’s worthy to receive 
The noblest praise we give— 
Jesus, the man divine. 


He comes—he comes to bless, 

With peace and righteousness : 
Adore the mighty One— 

And with the angelic train, 

Loud let the glad refrain 
Through all our borders run. 


Glory, O Lord, to Thee 
We sing unitedly, 
From hearts o’erfull of love: 
To praises that we bring 
The heavenly arches ring, 
Caught by the host above. 


Peace on earth—good will— 

Love, joy and gladness thrill 
Ten thousand hearts today, 

As in unwonted strains, 

O’er valleys, mountains, plains, 
The sweet song floats away. 


Peace on the earth. Let war, 

With crime and wild hurrah, 
Be never roused again: 

Let every hand extend 

The grasp that seeks a friend, 
And peace forever reign. 
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Hark! hark! along the troubled sky 
Seraphic music rings; 

“Glory to God!” the angels cry, 
And beat their golden wings: 

Jesus, the Christ, is come to bless, 

With peace, and love, and righteousness. 


“Glory to God!” through earth resounds— 
Hail to the mighty King! 

Far as the world’s remotest bounds, 
Hearts leap to praise and sing: 

From grateful lips exultant rise 

Loud hallelujahs to the skies. 


He comes—the Saviour comes to break 
Oppression’s galling chain, 

And from the wounded heart to take 
The load of guilt and pain— 

To quiet passion, and allay 

The storms that throng the pilgrim’s way. 


The Star o’er Bethlehem’s plains that rose 
In glory, shall not set 

Till its resplendent brightness glows 
O’er mosque and minaret, 

And nations, far and near, behold 

The banner of the Cross unfold. 


Hail, Prince of Peace! With angel songs 
Our glad hosannas rise; 

Thy praise shall dwell upon our tongues, 
And love shall sacrifice 

Our hearts—-our lives—our all to Thee; 

Thine now and evermore to be. 


D. C. CoLESworTHY 





1954--The Year of Mary 


=> 
CHE present 
Pope, Pius XII, 
has issued an en- 
cyclical entitled 
“Fulgens Corona” 
(“radiant crown’) 
proclaiming 1954 
as a Marian Year. The celebration 
will begin on December 8, 1953, 
and continue for one year, for it was 
{ on December 8, 1854, that Pope 
Pius IX proclaimed to the Roman 
Catholic Church, and that by his in- 
fallible decree, the Dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception of Mary, 
that she was conceived without or- 
iginal sin and remained sinless her 
entire life. 

During 1954, Roman Catholics 
the world over will perform special 
devotions, movena services, visit 
shrines in honor of Mary, extolling 
her above all other creatures, call- 
ing upon her to save them, to grant 
them all saving grace. Pilgrimages 
will be made to Rome and to fa- 
mous European shrines, especially 
to Lourdes, France, where Mary was 
supposed to have appeared to Bern- 
adette Soubirous, a French girl, and 
to have said to her, “I am the Im- 
maculate Conception.” 

All year Mary will be the object 
of special vener- 
ation and wor- 
ship. Our sole 
mediator, Christ 
Jesus, will again 
be forgotten. 

What a mockery 
of religion! 


HE MAIN points of the Pope’s En. 
cyclical of the Marian Year state that 


“the foundation of this doctrine of the 
Immaculate Conception is to be found in 
sacred Scripture.” We quote: 


“In the first place, the foundation of this 
doctrine is to be found in Sacred Scripture, 
where we are taught that God, Creator of 
all things, after the sad fall of Adam, ad 
dressed the serpent, the tempter and corrup 
ter, in these words, which not a few Fathers, 
Doctors of the Church and many approved 
interpreters applied to the Virgin Mother 
of God: “I will put enmities between thee 
and the woman, and thy seed and her seed” 
(Gen. 3:15). Now, if at any time the Bless. 
ed Mary were destitute of Divine grace even 
for the briefest moment, because of con- 
tamination in her conception by the heredi- 
tary stain of sin, there would not have come 
between her and the serpent that perpetual 
enmity spoken of from earliest tradition 
down to the time of the solemn definition 
of the Immaculate Conception, but rather 
a certain subjection. 

“Moreover, since the same holy Virgin is 
saluted ‘full of grace’ and ‘blessed among 
women’ (Luke 1:28, 42), by these words, as 
Catholic tradition has always interpreted, 
it is plainly indicated that ‘by this singular 
and solemn salutation, otherwise never 
heard of, it is shown that the Mother of 
God was the abode of all Divine graces, 
adorned with all the charisms of the Holy 
Spirit, yea, the treasury well nigh infinite 
and abyss inexhaustible of these charisms, 
so that she was never subjected to the one 
accursed’ (Bull Ineffabilis Deus). 

“This doctrine, unanimously received in 
the early Church, has been handed down 
clearly enough by the Fathers, who claimed 
for the Blessed Virgin such titles as ‘Lily 
Among Thorns; Land Wholly Intact; Im 
maculate; Always Blessed; Free from All 
Contagion of Sin; Unfading Tree; Fountain 
Ever Clear; The One and Only Daughter 
Not of Death but of Life; Offspring Not of 
Wrath but of Grace; Unimpaired and Ever 
Unimpaired; Holy and Stranger to All Stain 
of Sin; More Comely Than Comeliness It 
self; More Holy Than Sanctity; Alone, Holy 
Who, Excepting God, Is Higher Than All! 
By Nature More Beautiful, More Graceful 
and More Holy Than the Cherubim and 
Seraphim Themselves and the Whole Hosts 
of Angels.’” 
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The Silence of the Bible 


To the devout student of the Bible 
it is sad and perturbing to find the 
Pope distorting the tenor of Holy Scrip- 
tures. Of so little importance has Mary 
become in the evangelical history that 
not a word is: said of her even to infer 
that she had a special place of promi- 
nence among the disciples. How came it 
that she was not privileged to witness 
the Transfiguration? Jesus gave His di- 
sciples a form of prayer but not a clause 
of it was addressed to “Our Mother.” 
It is certain that she went to Jerusalem 
at the last Passover; but she is not met 
with in the account of Christ’s journey 
thither. We read of the advice given by 
Caiaphas to the council, that Jesus should 
be put to death ; of our Lord’s still teach- 
ing and blessing the public, avoiding till 
the right time Herod Antipas and the 
high priest ; of His triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem; His exposing Judas at the 
supper-table, and His farewell addresses 
to the apostles ; His agony in Gethsema- 
ne; His betrayal by Iscariot, and aban- 
donment by the other disciples ; His trial 
and condemnation in the palace of Caia- 
phas, and the insolence He there en- 
dured; His denial by Peter; His trans- 
ference to Pontius Pilate, and the gov- 
ernor’s unavailing endeavors to release 
Him; of the dream of Pilate’s wife 
about Him; of His being sent to An- 
tipas, the treatment He received at his 
hands ;of the traitor’s returning the price 
of His blood and committing suicide ; of 
the mockery of Christ by the soldiers, 
and His scourging; of His fainting be- 
neath the load of the cross, the help giv- 
en Him by the Cyrenian Simon, and the 
weeping of Jerusalem’s daughters as He 
toiled to the Skull-mount; of His ter- 
rible crucifixion, and the parting of His 
garments; but we do not find another 
syllable about Mary till just before the 
account of the supernatural darkness. 
It is especially worthy of notice that she 
was not present at the institution of the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Not a 
word is preserved addressed to her by 
Jesus from the day when He reproved 
her at Cana to the day when He spoke to 
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her from the cross. Never, after the in- 
cidents in Capernaum, is she even allud- 
ed to till she appears at Calvary. 

It is thus audaciously assumed, in a 
country where the Bible is in the hands 
of the people, that Mary eminently was 
the promise of God, the object of types, 
the theme of prophecy, the expectation 
of ages, her Son’s gift to men, and the 
giver of the Saviour. She sacrificed for 
us the life of Jesus, when her woe was 
that she could not prevent His life being 
sacrificed. She shared in the great com- 
bat on Calvary, though not there at its 
commencement, and dismissed before it 
was over. She took part in the passion, 
though Christ proved that she could take 
no part in it by calling her “woman.” 
She redeemed mankind, made amends 
for the fall, and is the mother of Chris- 
tians, though her Son addressed her as 
“woman” before His atoning death. At 
Cana, when He used the same appella- 
tion, He added, “What have I to do with 
thee?” A similiar question is now im- 
plied in regard to His mediatorial office 
and vicarious sacrifice. What did the 
title signify when bestowed on the Sa- 
maritan at Jacob’s well? “O the great 
woman !”” What did it mean when spoken 
to Magdalene at the sepulchre? “O the 
worthy mother !” 

All the words of Jesus Christ on rec- 
ord respecting the Virgin Mary have 
been considered; and it has been seen 
that in every case, with tone no doubt 
gentle and unoffending, He made use of 
decisive language. Speaking to her and 
of her, He repeatedly, directly and indi- 
rectly, positively and negatively, pro- 
claimed His official independence. It is 
written plainly that He appeared to other 
women after His resurrection, and we 
readily own it probable that Mary more 
than once saw and heard her risen Son 
and Saviour, and was among the wit- 
nesses of His ascension; but, as if to 
confine our gaze to the Living and True 
Way, the inspired volume keeps her now 
entirely out of sight till He Who burst 
the sepulchre ceases to be visible. It is 
not the so-called Queen of Heaven, but 
“the Lord strong and mighty, the Lord 
mighty in battle,” Whom the inhabitants 
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of the celestial city welcome. Scripture 
intimates, not that she had the least part 
in winning and wearing the great victory, 
but only that, in common with all disci- 
ples, she enjoyed its blissful conse- 
quences. She was not at the side of the 
“King of Glory” in His ascending chari- 
ot, nor did she at the same time enter 
the everlasting doors; she was left be- 
hind to follow with other believers. 

Do they who record the Saviour’s doc- 
trine adopt and perpetuate it? What 
more has the Holy Ghost caused to be 
written concerning Mary? If she is to 
the Church what Roman Catholic theo- 
logians say she is, the writers of the 
New Testament, especially St. John, 
must have published many particulars 
of her life and death. 


Mary in the Upper Room 


On the day of Pentecost, as E. J. 
Robinson points out, Mary is put before 
us in the upper room without any divine 
or official pre-eminence, a disciple among 
the disciples, not over but with them, 
patiently waiting like the rest “in prayer 
and supplication.” In the common-sense 
interpretation of the passage she is aside 
among the humble sisters, and the eleven 
apostles are the leaders in the meetings. 
The Roman Catholic Church alters the 
arrangement, even making Peter hand 
her his keys, and placing on her head a 
tiara of tiaras as the queen of the 
apostles. The Evangelists have nowhere 
stated the fact and time of her accession 
and coronation. 

The following hymn, in which the 
dove, the emblem of innocence, is substi- 
tuted for fire, the symbol of purification, 
is sung to her praise and glory: 


“His mother sits all-worshipful 
With her majestic mien ; 
The princes of the infant Church 
Are gathered round their Queen. 


“The mother prays her mighty prayer 
In accents meek and faint, 
And highest Heaven is quick to hear 
The beautiful constraint. 


“Then for His love of worthless men, 
His love of Mary’s worth, 
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His beauteous wings the Dove out- 
spread, 
And winged His flight to earth,” 


As this song shows, it is common with 
Roman Catholic theologians to give 
her in connection with the Pentecostal 
Mary a prominence which Scripture does 
not give her in connection with the Pen. 
tecostal effusion of the Holy Ghost. Of 
course, if she holds the position they as. 
sign her in the order and worship of the 
Church, it is to be expected that she 
should be particularly mentioned in the 
inspired account of the day of Pentecost, 
They assume such to be the case. North. 
cote affirms : “I am only concerned to ae. 
knowledge and account for the fact that 
our Lady’s name nowhere appears in 
the sacred records between that terrible 
scene of blood and darkness on Mount 
Calvary and that other scene in an upper 
room in Jerusalem, when ‘there camea 
sound from heaven as of a mighty wind, 
and there appeared parted tongues as it 
were of fire ;’ between Good Friday and 
Whit Sunday.” 

The chief picture in the New Testa 
ment, minute in detail, finished in execy- 
tion, frequently copied, pointed to con 
tinually, is the decease accomplished a 
Jerusalem by our Lord Jesus Christ 
The only hint of how and where Mary 
died, or was to die, is in the statement 
that, the Saviour having spoken to her 
and John on Calvary, “from that hou 
that disciple took her unto his ow 
home.” If these words warrant any in- 
ference as to the circumstances in which 
she would expire, it is that she would 
peacefully die a natural death in th 
dwelling of the beloved apostle. How 
long she was taken care of by John, and 
where, when, and how she died, no one 
can tell. 


Mary Not Our Intercessor 

Had none of the sayings of our Lor 
or the inspired writers to or concerning 
the Virgin been preserved, yet are there 
many Scriptures prohibiting her deifice 
tion. As Peter declined the lowly homage 
of Cornelius, as Paul and Barnabas re 
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fused to be sacrificed to by the people 
of Lystra, as John’s heavenly instructor 
forbade him to pay him divine honor, so 
doubtless Mary, were it possible, would 
reprove and restrain her blinded wor- 
shippers. If anything can embitter Par- 
adise, the religious attention rendered 
her is aperpetual fulfilment of the proph- 
ecy, “Yea, a sword shall pierce through 
thy own soul also.” Not only does the 
Bible never bid us worship her; “it is 
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.” 
“There is one God, and one mediator” — 
neither between God and (on behalf of 
the human race) the Virgin, nor between 
Christ and sinners, but—“between God 
and men, the Man Christ Jesus.” 

What has Mary that she did not re- 
ceive? She herself needed the Saviour 
and Intercessor. According to the Scrip- 
tural record, “Mary said . . . my spirit 
hath rejoiced in God my Saviour” (Luke 
1:46,47). She cannot possibly be the 
representative of the Eternal Being to 
mankind, neither can she be the repre- 
sentative of our race to Jehovah. The 
sacred historian does not say that her 
prayers and supplications in the upper 
room were more acceptable and effica- 
cious than those of any other worship- 
per; and it is nowhere written or sug- 
gested in the inspired volume that she 
has greater power than other saints with 
God. If she hears any who pray to her, 
is she able to lend her attention to more 
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own @than one individual at a time? If she 
y in @Ptays for human beings, can she give 
which @her advocacy to more than one case at 
vould Met a time? Whether she intercedes for us 
n the Gor not, the Bible says nothing about her 
How Moing so, and never directs us to seek 
1, and Mer intercession. It is one of the proofs 
o one @pi the heavenly origin of the Scriptures, 

hat they contain no such intimations. 

Ve look for much above reason, but 

othing contrary to reason, in the teach- 
- Lord Hing of divine revelation. It is a marvel 
erning Mat sane people can use such language 
» there $s the following: “We are to conclude 
leifica @hat Mary, like the angels, may, and does 
omagt #2 still more distinct manner, see and 
bas te Mow perfectly, in God, all our prayers.” 





here is the previous difficulty to con- 
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clude that the angels have such knowl- 
edge. The supposition is absurd that 
every or any angel perceives the thoughts 
of every human being; nay, that any 
angel knows all the thoughts always of 
any single soul. There is one only God, 
and “there is no searching of His under- 
standing.” 

To regard the Virgin, however excel- 
lent, as more than a finite creature, is 
impossible ; and to pay religious worship 
to a person not divine is useless and ir- 
rational. As the Lord said, she is a 
“woman.” Before we pray to the good 
woman, let us find out what it is in her 
power to do for us. 

Look and speak to the “one Mediator 
between God and men,” Who beholds us 
now, and will observe us always. Go to 
the almighty and omnipresent Father, by 
the almighty and omnipresent Spirit, 
through our omnipresent and almighty 
Redeemer. As Mary does, worship God. 
Have her for your pattern, not your 
idol. To honor her is, through the grace 
from which she derives her excellence, 
to resemble her in lowliness, thoughtful- 
ness, faith, obedience, patience, prayer- 
fulness and perseverance. She has a lofty 
seat among saints ; but look far above her 
for the footstool of the Divine Saviour. 
Pain her not by worshipping her, as the 
brethren and sisters in the upper room 
would have done if they had fallen down 
to invoke and adore her; but, if she may 
know anything of you, please her, as 
they did, by humbly worshipping with 
her. Not permitted nor desiring to claim 
you as her votary, she is, as you must be, 
a servant of your and her Deliverer. 

This is the lesson Mary gives us in 
the upper room. Not spoken by her lips, 
but by her disposition and acts, her part- 
ing words are these: Wait with Christ’s 
people. Let the temple be filled with 
Christ. Your system is lifeless, if He is 
not its Heart; your church worthless, if 
He is not its Head; your discipline use- 
less, if He is not its soul; your salvation 
unreal, if He is not its Rock. Invisibly 
present, He is also gloriously coming. 
“Christ, Who is our Life, shall appear.” 
Persevere in faith and fellowship and 
worship, looking for His promise. 
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NEW MEXICO INDIANS SUE 
FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 


Six Protestant Indians who live in the pre- 
dominantly Catholic Jemez Pueblo have filed suit 
in the U. S. District Court asking for a court 
order guaranteeing their right to worship ac- 
cording to their own wishes. The suit is in be- 
half of some ninety Protestant Indians of the 
pueblo and names the Peublo Council and Juan 
Luis Pecos, governor of the pueblo, as defend- 
ants. 

The Protestants complain they have been de- 
nied the right to bury their dead in the com- 
munal cemetery or to establish a cemetery of 
their own. They also charge the defendants have 
refused to allow them to have a church of their 
own or to hold prayer meetings in their homes. 
The complaint also alleges that Protestant mis- 
sionaries were not allowed to come and go free- 
ly in the pueblo and that the council threatened 
the non-Catholic Indians with the loss of their 
birthrights, homes, personal property, and right 
to share in community work if they did not be- 
come Catholic. 


BRITISH LABOR PARTY 
ATTACKS U.S.-SPAIN PACT 


The Labor Party attacked the military alliance 
between Spain and the United States, but re- 
jected leftist demands for withdrawal of Ameri- 
can military forces from Britain. 

The party’s conference voted continued sup- 
port to the NATO plan of collective defense 
against possible aggression. A foreign policy 
resolution drafted by moderate leaders was adop- 
ted without a record vote. It said “The Labor 
Party believes that close cooperation with the 
United States of America is vital to Britain and 
the Commonwealth as a whole.” 

Wrangling Criticized 

Former Prime Minister Clement Atlee appeal- 
ed for an end to British-American wrangling. 
Atlee’s remarks tended to smother the most ex- 
treme anti-American outbursts. He reminded del- 
egates that Russia started the cold war. 

Referring to the recent snarls in relations with 
the United States, Atlee said: “We deplore the 
witch-hunting campaign in the United States. 
We should also guard against making hysterical 
outbursts against the United States.” 

At the same time he was particularly critical 
of U. S. refusal to recognize Communist China. 


MORMON LEADER SCORES 
DRIVE FOR FILTHY LUCRE 


Mormons were advised not to seek filthy lucre, 
described as money obtained in ways that were 
displeasing in the sight of the Lord. 
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The advice was given by Spencer W. Kimball 
a member of the Council of Twelve Apostles of 
the Latter Day Saints (Mormon) Church, 
spoke at the church’s semi-annual conference, 

Elder Kimball listed as filthy lucre 
gained by stealing, robbery, gambling, sale of 
liquor, bribery, exploitation, graft, deception and 
“sharp business dealings.” 

He added, too, that he would put in th 
same class money received as salaries or wage 
by persons who “do not give of their time and 
energy to the service of the Lord.” 


U.S. SERMONS WIN PRAISE 


Most American churchgoers, 83% of them 
think the sermons they hear are good to excellent 
they are poor, according 


while only 1% thin 
to the Catholic Digest. 

Sampling the 76,000,000 adult churchgoers in 
this nation, a survey sponsored by the magazine 
found that 40% say the sermons are excellent 
and 43% that they are good. Twelve per cent 
thought them fair and 4% said they didn’t knoy, 

Episcopalians rated highest. About 49% 
thought their sermons excellent. Congregational 
ists were second with 47% believing them e 
cellent and 43% considering them good. Som 
43% of the Catholics thought them excellent 
and 42% good. 

More than one-third of the Jewish church 
goers think their sermons excellent and 52% 
good. 


EISENHOWER LAUDS FREE PRESS 
AS DEMOCRACY AID 


President Eisenhower sent ‘‘warm greetings’ 
te the reporters, editors and publishers of th 
nation’s newspapers, praising them as “custodi- 
ans of a majestic trust.” 

In a statement marking National Newspaper 
Week, the President said America’s free pres 
helps make history by reporting, explaining an 
interpreting the events of our times. 

General Eisenhower's statement follows: 

“To the newspapers of the nation: 

“National Newspaper Week prompts us all 
renew our awareness of the remarkable m 
tional service rendered daily by the newspapes 
of America. 

“Our free press does more than tell our peo 
ple the history of our times. It explains that his 
tory, interprets it and, so doing, often actually 
helps to create that history. 

“A free press and a free society are essentially 
one. As the press can know freedom only in4 
democratic state, so democracy itself is fortifi 
by a free press. ; 

“This strengthening of our society is, @ 
course, the antithesis of the ignoble service pt 
formed by the press of totalitarian countns 
The effectiveness of a free press is vi 
be measured by the integrity, candor and respot 
sibility of its criticism. 

Solemn Responsibility 

“On this occasion I am happy to ' 

greetings to the reporters, editors and publisie 
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of our nation’s newspapers. I know—as they 
must themselves—that they are custodians of a 
majestic trust, a solemn responsibility: to help 
arm our people with the knowledge and under- 
sanding without which free choice, free govern- 
ment men could not be.” 







ROMAN CATHOLICISM AND 
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 


“The Catholic Press in the United States and 
Canada now counts a total circulation of nearly 
20,000,000, according to figures in the new 
Catholic Press Directory.” 

This is the opening paragraph in a statistical 
column in the August 22 issue of The Tablet. 
The article states that the Directory, published 
by the Catholic Press Association, lists a total of 
572 Catholic newspapers and magazines. The 
magazine circulation alone surpasses by 145,178 
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zine § the circulation figure given in last year’s directory. 
lent In a foreword, C.P.A. president Father Thomas 
cent A. Meehan notes, “The Catholic Press has in 30 
now.§ years more than doubled in the number of its 
49% § publications, while the combined circulation of 
onal § newspapers and magazines has more than tripled.” 
1@-§ Father Meehan added, “The Catholic press 
Some § has enjoyed a period of ‘unparalleled expansion’ 
ellent # since the Directory was first issued in 1923. The 






figures then showed 106 newspapers with 1.7 
million circulation and 145 magazines with 4.7 
million circulation.” 

Following is the current newspaper and maga- 
zine circulation as included in the column. 
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ESS § 97 Diocesan Newspapers—U. S. 2,434,842 
2 National Newspapers 855,782 
. .f 29 Foreign Language Newspapers— 
J ; 1 
i (* stant 
isto Total Circulation secsssss 34672,264 
9 Weekly Newspapers—Canada 116,683 
Spapet 
a Total North America 3,788,947 
Magazines with Advertising 
$: 54 Consumer Magazines—U. S. 4,656,176 
46 Business Magazines—U. S. 193,946 
s allw§ 10 Foreign Language Magazines — 
le m U. S. 118,208 
spapes nites 
- Total Circulation 4,968,330 
ur pees 14 Canadian Magazines with Adver- 
hat his tising 194,823 
actual ‘ — 
Total North America 5,163,153 
sential Magazines without Advertising 
nly it 48 206 in United States 9,941,242 
fortifie—l 21 Foreign Languages—U. S. 212,898 
s 176 U. S. Magazines not listed (esti- 
; 18, CH mated) ... 115,500 
Total Circulation—U. S. 10,269,640 
8 Canadian Magazines 544,069 
Total North America 10,813,709 
Total Circulation — 572 Publications 
—North America 19,765,809 











’ A trend is designated by this rapid spread of 
se the Catholic press which has caused uneasiness 
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among alert Protestant clergymen and laymen 
alike. What are its implications? Protestant auth- 
orities have indicated its threat to the security 
and freedoms of the American press. 

The First Amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States provides that “Congress shall 
make no law . . . abridging the freedom of speech 
or of the press.”” Rome is hostile to this amend- 
ment, and declares that a man is not to speak 
unless he is in accord with Rome. 


SUPREME KNIGHT PUTS KNIGHTS 
OF COLUMBUS MEMBERSHIP 
AT NEW HIGH 


At the opening session of the Knights of 
Columbus convention, Judge Swift reported that 
the organization has attained 870,341 members, 
the largest membership in Knights of Columbus 
history. He added that “our greatest ambition is 
to unite 1,000,000 Catholic men as defenders of 
the Catholic Church and of Catholic truth.” 

The Supreme Knight reported that the Knights 
of Colonies foundation for the preservation of 
historic documents at the Vatican already has 
made available for reference more than 130,000 
feet of microfilm at the depository at St. Louis 
University, and added it is expected the work 
will be completed within two years. 

Bishop Francis J. Schenk of Crookston, in his 
sermon at the Solemn Pontifical Mass in the 
Cathedral of St. Paul, which formally opened 
the convention, told the delegates that “‘secular- 
ism, the spirit of the world, is much more dan- 
gerous than a shooting war.” He said that in 
war thousands may be killed or wounded, but 
“with all that, a man may possess his soul.” 


ITALIAN METHODIST CHURCH 
ASKS HALT TO PERSECUTION 


A resolution appealing to the Italian gov- 
ernment to halt the “persecution of Protes- 
tants” in Romanism’s home territory has been 
initiated by the National Synod of the Method- 
ist Church in Italy and is supported by the 
Council of Christian Churches in that land. 

The Italian government still honors articles 
in the Lateran Pact made by Mussolini and the 
Vatican which contradict the liberal terms of 
the new Italian Constitution. This, despite the 
fact that the Constitution specifies that all leg- 
islation must be brought into conformity with 
it within the period of one year. That was in 
1947. 


CORRECTIONS 
Our advertisement of the book “The Church 
of.Christ” which appeared in the November 
issue listed the price of this book as $1.50. 
The price should have been listed as $2.25. 


On page 282 of the same issue, in the article 
entitled “Recent Concordat Between the Vati- 
can and Spain,” the Protestant population of 
Spain was given as 20,000,000. We could wish 


it were. Actually it is approximately 20,000. 
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BRITANNICA’S FIGURES 
CHALLENGED 


The national center staff of the Catholic Stu- 
dent’s Mission Crusade in Cincinnati recently 
challenged Britannica's Catholic population fig- 
ures. The 1953 Britannica Book of the Year, they 
asserted, had left 32,000,000 unaccounted for in 
their statistics on Catholic world population. The 
discrepancy existed, they alleged, between sta- 
tistics in the 1953 C.S.M.C. World Mission Map, 
and those in the Britannica news release six 
weeks subsequently. 

According to the C.S.M.C. the Catholic popu- 
lation of the world is about 457,300,000, while 
the Britannica Book of the Year gives the total 
as 425,508,220. A C.S.M.C. breakdown-statement 
estimated Britannica’s figures were off 6,000,000 
in North America, 13,000,000 in South America, 
11,500,000 in Europe, 1,500,000 in Africa, 1,- 
000,000 in Oceania and 1,000,000 in Asia. 

The C.S.M.C. statement said the editors of the 
World Mission Map relied only on authoritative 
Catholic sources for their statistics. They averred 
that their combined sources of information varied 
only one-hundredth of one per cent from the 
total world population shown by the Britannica 
Book of the Year. 

“We see no reason for admitting the liquida- 
tion of 32 million Catholics, even though the 
liquidation is merely on paper,” the statement 
concluded. 


LABOR SECRETARY RECEIVES 
RERUM NOVARUM AWARD 


United States Secretary of Labor Martin P. 
Durkin was the recipient this year of the fifth 
annual Rerum Novarum Award of St. Peter’s 
College, Jersey City, for outstanding service to 
labor. Presentation was made on Palm Sunday. 

“The defeat of Communism,” Mr. Durkin 
said, “can best be attained by a positive approach 
toward the goals laid down in Pope Leo’s state- 
ment (“Rerum Novarum’” of Leo XIII) rather 
than by being concerned with the weakness of 
Communism.” 





The Book People Are Reading Twice: 
Che Master's Touch 


Helen Lloyd Dubuar 


«. . . 80 interested in the story thought I missed 
some message so read it again.” Various. “... por- 
trayal of the talent of art was beautiful ... never 
read a novel that presented so much precious spir- 
itual fact, reached so deep inside and still had 
thrilling suspense and good humor ... held fas- 
cinated to the last word.” H. S. Teacher. “Fast 
moving and interesting .... Christian testimony 
is without question.” Christian Readers Review. 
“Skillfully written ...’? Augsburg Book News Let. 
“Will be read and loved by Christians and non- 
Christians alike.” Bap. Bulletin. 
CHRIST’S MISSION BOOK DEPT. 
27 East 22nd Street. New York 10, N.Y. 
380 pp. cloth $3.00 Postpaid 
Gift-wrap 20c extra, anywhere N.A. 
Profits to Missions 





FORMER FRANCISCAN PRIEST 
JOINS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Dr. Roderick Alvarez Molina, Spanish-bom 
American priest of the Franciscan Order, wy 
confirmed as a member of the Protestant Episo. 
pal Church in New York City, March 7, by th 
Very Rev. James A. Pike at the Cathedral Chur 
of St. John the Divine. 

Dr. Molina studied at Holy Name Co 
(Catholic Universitiy, Washington, D. C.), 
tained his M.A. in history and education at & 
Bonaventure University in New York, attendej 
Columbia University and completed work for his 
Ph.D. at the Catholic University of Ametiq 
Washington. He also attended the Summer Sy 
sion of Madrid University in 1947. 

He was the founder and first managing edity 
of Verdad y Vida, Madrid; and assistant editor of 
The Americas, published by the Franciscan One 
in Washington. 


“FAITH, HOPE AND HOGAN” 
Catholic movie stars Bob Hope, Bing Crosy 
and Phil Harris, together with golfer Ben Hoga 
and home-run king Ralph Kiner, of the Pitts 
burgh Pirates, are co-starring in a forthcoming 
film produced for the Cristophers. Apparently 
it was not considered in bad taste to call th 
half-hour production ‘Faith, Hope and Hogan!” 


“UPPER ROOM” SHOWS 
200,000 CIRCULATION GAIN 

Sales of The Upper Room, world’s most widely 
circulated periodical in the religious field, will 
a new all-time record for the September-October 
issue when final figures are compiled, it was a 
nounced by Dr. J. Manning Potts, editor. Th 
figure for this issue will be at least two hundred 
thousand copies above that for the corresponding 
issue of last year, which was the best figure w 
until that time. 

Dr. Potts points out that every issue since Jul: 
August of 1949 has shown a sizeable increas 
over the corresponding issue of the year before. 
Largest gains have been registered in the lst 
year, however. Since 1949 the circulation has it 
creased more than three quarters of a million ia 
the American edition. 

The Upper Room, which provides a Bible vers, 
a Bible reading, a meditation, prayer, and thoug 
for the day is distributed in 60,000 churches 
a part of their ministry, while more than 200,00) 
individuals receive subscriptions directly in the 
own homes. The interdenominational and inte 
national nature of this devotional guide is ind 
cated by the fact that it is published in 21 « 
tions and seventeen languages around the wo 
Circulation figures apply only to English edition 










































THE HOLLYWOOD LIQUEFIER 


reduces any food to liquid form in less than two 
thus providing beneficial bulk without irritating 
and greatly multiplying the vitamin and mineral 
your food. Countless home uses. Send for descriptive dt 


CHARLES M. COTTREL 
AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR 
124 Yardley Place Loma Linda, © 
MAIL ADDRESS: P.O. Box 475-H 
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During the Christmas holidays you will find The Upper Room, 
with its specially-written Christmas devotions, an effective aid 
in observing this holy season. Use it daily! 


Also remember that The Upper Room, in its colorful Christmas 
envelope, is an ideal Christmas greeting card. (17 copies and 
17 envelopes, $1.00, postpaid.) 


Yearly subscriptions to The Upper Room make appropriate 
Christmas gifts. Just mail us your list of names and addresses 
for gift subscriptions, with 50 cents for each name, and we 
will send each a gift card in your name, followed by the 








= six bi-monthly issues of The Upper Room. 

before. 

he las 

has it Handsome processed leather cover cases, with owner's name 


inscribed in gold, $1.00 each, postpaid. Durable binders to 
hold six issues, with owner's name inscribed in gold, $1.00 each, 











phen postpaid. (Please print names to be inscribed.) 
— Send us your order for any of the above AT ONCE, together 






with orders for the January-February issue (10 or more copies 
to one address, 5 cents per copy. Single copies, 10 cents. 
Individual yearly subscriptions, 50 cents). 
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The world’s most widely used devotional guide 
1808 GRAND AVENUE NASHVILLE, TENN. 


Annual Conference of 


Former Roman Catholic Clergymey|* 


— SPIRITUAL RETREAT — 


N GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA, “the city of churches,” former Roma 

Catholic clergymen, a number of ministers and missionaries met each mom 

ing from September 14 to September 18, 10 A.M. until Noon, and listened to ip 
spired messages delivered by various ministers. 

At one of the executive meetings in the afternoon, a Roman Catholic Chaplain| 
Lieutenant in the Air Force, visited us and had a conference with the Executiy 
Director and all the other former R.C. priests. The chaplain expressed keen interes 
in our work and disclosed his desire to join us in the near future. 

The general feeling prevailed that never before had the representatives of Christ 
Mission received such a marvelous blessing, for they were under the ministry gj 
consecrated individuals, experienced in leading men and women to the deepe 
spiritual life. 

Dr. Montafio, who presided, stated that when he invited the speakers he did’ 
designate any specific topic for their messages ; yet the continuity and perfect onde 
of the themes was like an architect’s design. The Holy Spirit had revealed ty 
message to the speakers. 


1. Our relationship to God as mem- coming of the Holy Spirit. The chur 
bers of the Church (the Body) of Christ. is founded on the spirit of prayer 

On Monday, September 14, Rev. Ar- “where two or three are gathered in m 
min Gesswein spoke to us on our rela- name, there I am in their midst.” 


What had taken place at Pentecost 

Rev. Armin R. Gesswein, his must be understood in the co 
founder and director of sense. There had been many Pentecost 
the "Revival Prayer Fel- in Israel’s history, for it was an annud 
acne aie feast celebrating the beginning of # 
at manyChristian schools, arvest, but all these were types. Th 
conferences and semin- Pentecost of Acts 2 was the fulfilme 
aries, and God used him = of the type. On that day God began 
ee new work of taking out a special peop 
way and Japan as well. to Himself, from Jews and Gentiles, 
form the Body of Christ. The Hd 


with 
its it 
We 


praye 


Awith 


Pr 
ion v 
all si 
our 1 
dorse 


Spirit came that day as a divine Persag 


tionship to the church formed by Christ, to indwell believers and to mold 
actually preformed before the time of into one Body. He came, too, to emp 
Pentecost. The disciples, with Mary, and er them for service as a redeemed 
the brethren of Jesus, all numbering 120 cleansed people that the message of # 
persons, were present in the Upper gospel might be carried to the ends 
Chamber, in one accord immersed in the earth. It behooves each true belt 
prayer and supplication, awaiting the to recognize and yield to the Spirit 


316 The Converted Catholic Magat 





came at Pentecost if he would be a wit- 
ness in power to a lost world. 

Before the coming of the Spirit the 
Apostles were so many individuals as 
yet unfilled for the great task allotted 
them. After that momentous event they 
were members of the Body of Christ, 
endued with power to the ends of the 
earth. 

We must pray daily, that the Holy 
Spirit may take possession of our entire 
beings. We must communicate this spirit 
of prayer to others, thus spreading the 
Church instituted by Christ, the essence 
of which is prayer and sacrifice. 


2. Our relationship to God through 
prayer. 

Next day, September 15, Rev. Edward 
Caldwell delved into our relationship 


Rev. Edward James Cald- 
well is pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church in 
North Hollywood, Cali- 
fornia. His radio minis- 
try on the Hour of Wor- 
shin has world coverage 
by shortwave, and he is 
author of many published 
articles, including “The 
American Home” in ‘The 
Presbyterian.’ 


wih God through prayer, penetrating 
its inner implications and applications. 
We must devote our lives entirely to 
d$prayer, thus becoming spiritually united 
§with Him. 
Prayer is talking with God, commun- 
@on with Him. He invites us to come in 
all simplicity and to present to Him all 


our needs. We must pray to God to en- - 


Morse our programs, ask Him to reveal 
His mind to us and give us grace to act 
accordingly. 

Prayer may take on the form of con- 
templation. Filled with the spirit of God 
re can rise above the mundane things, 
iewing God in His infinite perfections. 
We become immersed in His Being, con- 

emplating His Beauty and love for us. 

IS spirit of prayer and contemplation 
will be evidenced in our daily lives. We 
hall see all things and do all things 
ith God, in God and through God. 


mpecember, 1953 


3. Our Relationship to God in walking 
with Him. 


On Wednesday morning, Rev. H. H. 
Richardson gave us a most unique and 


Herbert H. Richard- 
son organized the North 
Redondo Chapel in Cali- 
fornia. During the 15 
years he has been pastor 
there, the Bible School 
has grown to over 750 
and it has been neces- 
sary to build three times 
to accommodate the in- 
creasing congregation. 
He also is teacher of 
English Bible at the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles. 


“th 


CVs wR * nf Dr. 


inspiring message. In all our actions, we 
must walk before God, with God, in God 
and after God. Christ is our mediator. 
Emulating Him, as He is portrayed in 
the Gospels, we will effect an intimate 
union with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

We must endeavor to unite all our 
faculties of soul, mind, will and heart, 
with that of God. Our minds, that we 
may know Him more perfectly; our 
wills, that we be in perfect conformity 
and harmony with His will; and our 
hearts, that we may love Him more and 
more, since we are the special objects of 
His infinite love. 


4. Our Relationship 
speaking of Him. 

On the fourth day of these confer- 
ences, Dr. Kenneth Jacques, witnessing 


with God in 


Kenneth Borden Jacques, 
M.D., has a private prac- 
tice in Los Angeles and 
is consultant to the State 
Board of Health in Cere- 
bral Palsy. He accepted 
Christ in complete sur- 
render in Mexico two 
years ago while with Dr. 
Montafio. Dr. Jacques 
teaches orthopaedics at 
the Bible Institute of 
Los Angeles. 


from the layman’s point of view, regaled 
us with a spiritual banquet. Quoting 
Matthew 6:23, he said that when one is 
born again, he is a new creature. We 
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must continue to grow and develop spir- 
itually: “But seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and His righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you.” 
If we listen to God through the Scrip- 
tures, listen to His voice, we will receive 
all things necessary from God. 

One who becomes a Christian does 
not necessarily have to change his posi- 
tion in life, his profession, in order to 
witness for Christ; for example, a 
Christian doctor has many opportuni- 
ties to witness. 

Some witness by going from door to 
door. When a person is ill, he will call 
his doctor in all confidence. The latter 
has in addition to his medical care, a 
‘chance to speak of Jesus. 

Christ may call men at various stages 
of their lives, in later life, when a man 
is settled in his profession. This does 
not alter anything. A Christian doctor, a 
lawyer, business man, etc., may receive 
the call to testify. 

One may receive Christ, however, on- 
ly logically or mentally. What is neces- 
sary is acceptance of the will, of the 
heart — to become wholly dedicated to 
Christ. To witness as a layman, one must 
be a real Christian, not a logical, or 
nominal one. One must surrender his 
entire being, all his faculties of soul, to 
Christ and to His service. This is very 
important, for without surrender to God, 
yielding ourselves to Him, we cannot 
accomplish anything. 


5. The Secret of Our Ministry. 


On the last morning of our gatherings, 
the Rev. Richard Halverson inspired us, 


Rev. Richard C. Halver- 
son is one of the pastors 
(Minister of Leadership 
Training) of the largest 
Presbyterian Church in 
the world, the Hollywood 
Presbyterian Church. His 
weekly letter for busi- 
nessmen, called ‘“Per- 
spective,” has nation- 
wide circulation. 


applying various verses of Holy Writ 
to us as preachers of the Word. Citing 
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I Thess. 1:5, “For our Gospel came pa 
unto you in word only, but also in powe, 
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much; 
surance ...,” he declared that it is pg 
sible for the Gospel to be communicate) 
by word only, not in the Spirit, nm 
prompted by the Spirit of God. 

According to II Cor. 2:17, “For we ay 
not as many, which corrupt the word 9 
God: but as of sincerity, but as of Go 
in the sight of God speak we in Christ 
We are not as those who peddle 
word of God, without spirit, without fe 
vor, without soul. We speak of tru 
incarnate, giving ourselves with it, 

Paul in his letter to the Hebrew 
(10:5) states: “Wherefore when \ 
cometh into the world, he saith, ‘Sager, 
fice and offering thou wouldst not, but 
body hast thou prepared me’ ”’—a bod 
filled with God—replete with the Divin! 
ity. And in Romans 12:1, we read; ‘ 
beseech you therefore, brethren, by th 
mercies of God, that ye present you 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptabl 
to God, which is your reasonable ser 
ice.” We should give up our bodies t 
God, that He fill them with His abm 
dant riches. 

The program of our Lord Jesus Chris 
is to reach the entire world. “But ye sh 
receive power, after the Holy Ghost: 
come upon you: and ye shall be wi 
nesses unto me both in Jerusalem, av 
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and um 
the uttermost part of the earth.” 

Before Pentecost, the apostles, exg, 
Peter, were weak, vacillating, powerles 
After Pentecost, Peter becomes firma 
steady, filled with Divine power— 
possessing a human instrument. 

Apart from the Gospel, we are meré 
peddlers of the Word, but possessed } 
the Spirit, we teach in power, in allé 
fectiveness. 
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Na Ala PAUL BLANSHARD 


meets Rome’s challenge to use Ireland 
as No. 1 Exhibit of Roman Catholic Power 


THE IRISH AND CATHOLIC POWER 


When Paul Blanshard wrote his “American Freedom and 


Catholic Power,” he was challenged in Ireland's leading Jesuit 
magazine, ‘Studies,’ to use Ireland instead of Spain as a pilot 
model for the picture of a future Catholic America. r. Blan- 
shard has accepted the challenge and this book is his reply. 


“Ireland,” says Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, “is the last bastion 
of Christian civilization in Western E oa 

“Ireland,” says Paul Blanshard, “is the No. l exhibit of Re Catholic power in 
the Eagltch-ope aking world, the best yardstick for the measurement of Catholic 
social policy in the West. The Irish story is the great success story of clerical rule 
in our time. The Irish Republic is the only modern democracy with no divorce, no 
birth control and no public school system. If America ever becomes Catholic, lre- 
land will be the living model.” 

But this is not only a story about Ireland. It is a story about America also, and 
the development of Irish Catholic power in the United States. It discusses Irish 
Catholic machine politics in American cities, and the Catholic assault cn the Ameri- 
ean public school, It gives names and dates—ineluding the names and prices of 
eleven Boston public schools which have been bought by Archbishop Cushing since 
1945. 


Onder now for Christmas Gifte- $3.50 — 375 PP. 


THE BANNER OF CHRIST must go on even after we are not here to carry it 
forward. For seventy years CHRIST’S MISSION has carried that banner in 
the vanguard of this fight to uphold the precious teachings of Evangelical 
Christianity. Spotlighting the saving and keeping grace of Jesus against the 
background of the erroneous teachings of the Roman Catholic Church, 
CHRIST’S MISSION, with its staff of converted priests, is uniquely equipped 
for this important task. 
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ATTENTION 


Christ’s Mission is constantly planning itineraries for 
its former priests. Would you like to hear the thrill- 
ing testimonies or a message on salvation showing 
Roman error — or the mixed marriage problem? 


Write Now for an Eugagemeut 


Extension Dept. 
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Still in constant demand — after almost a century! 


THE TWO BABYLONS 


By Alexander Hislop 


Why do we receive so many orders for The Two Babylon 
This book fills a need for a scholarly treatise on the simi 
ties between the objects and modes of worship of an 


Babylon and of the present Babylon, the Roman Cathe 
church. 


Written in Great Britain almost a century ago, The T} 
Babylons is based on information secured through much stil 
and research, and cites more than 260 original sources of 
All of these help to show that many of the doctrines and p 
tices of the Roman Catholic church really had their origin: 
the pagan Babylonian worship of Nimrod and his wife. 


This volume offers proof for every statement, includ 
more than 260 original sources of facts. Illustrated with 
woodcuts from Nineveh, Babylon, Egypt, Pompeii, and otf 

330 pages cloth, $3.50 ancient lands. 
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Onder from: CHRIST'S MISSION. BOOK DEPARTMENT 


27 East 22nd St., New York 10, N.Y. 








